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In preparing the present volume, the object chiefly aimed at has
been to supply a scries of literary selections combining uistruction
with entertainment, and exhibiting the most characteristic features
of some of the leading authors of England and America. Many
pupils leave school without advancing beyond the Fourth Book,
and it is of importance that their interest in literary subjects be
awakened before they enter upon the active duties of life. Facili-
ties are here n.fforded to teachers for arousing such an interest, as
well as lor imparting the just method of gaining an insight into Jan author's style, and of arriving at the true significance of his
most salient passages. As a basis for preliminary examinations
in literature, this volume will be found to be a decided advance
upon any previously issued.

Where it has been thought necessary, full notes explanatory of ^
difficult words or peculiar phrases, have been inserted at the end

/^
of the lessons.

Lessons on Temperance have also been introduced. Intemper- "^ "^'

ance is one of the most formidable and widespread of vices, — a
great and permanent source of crime and want, — and the editors
are of opinion that if this manifold evil is ever to be successfully
encountered, it is in the school, and in the minds of the young,
that the base of operations must be laid.

The lessons on Hygiene, in connection with those in Books III.
and v., supply a want long and widely felt. Without adding to
the n iber of the pupil's studies or the cost of his text-books, he is,
by the aid of these lessons, taught the leading rules for preserving
his health, and is directed as to the best means for saving life and
avoiding unnecessary pain in case of accidents.

Canada receives special prominence in this book. The leading
Canadian authors have been laid under tribute, and an opportunity
is thus afforded for the pupils to become familiar with the names
and styles of their literary compatriots. Most of the selections
made from the works of these authors refer to Canada or to some
phase of our social life.


