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Again ^ben we (race the origin or baptism, in (he scriptures,

ivhrch we are led lo do by what St. Paul says on the subject, Heb. 9.

)0, 1.?, 14, we find that the application of ashc?, blood and water by
sprinkling is called divers baptisms, i. e. baptism by diTcrs sub.
stances cr things. In Exodus 9. S, baptism by the sprinkling of
ashes ii spoken of. Exodus 24. 8, baptism by the sprinkling of
blood ia spoken of. £>eviticus 14. 16, ,51, baptism by the sprinkling

of oil, and Numbers 8. 7, baptism by (he sprinkling of water of pn-.

rification. Hence the A postle reasons thus, For ij the blood of bulls

fitid ff goats, and the ushes oj an heifer ijninkling the u.iclean, sane,

tijieth to the purifying of the flesh; how much more sholl the blood

of Christy who through the eternal Spirit offered himself tiithout spot

to Gody phrge your consciencefrom dead jsorks to serve the living

God? lleb. 9.13, I4^it is therefore p'ain that the design of these

divers baptisms was to typify and inculcate purification from sin, by
the precious blood of the Redeepier whiph was shed to sprinkle the

nation^. And we see that this end ^aa answered by the sprinkling

of a variety of substances upon the sinner, not by immersirig.him in

them. This fixes the sense in a manner that cannot be disputed.

—

Who can believe th?it the three thousand mentioned. Acts 2, were
l^aptized by immersion ? When we consider the mode of baptism b}"-

sprinkling m?nt|oned above, and that it was a very ancient usage, at

least from the time of Moses, we have every reason to believe from
genercl circumstances, and also from the narrative itself that baptism
by sprinkling would be prefierrec' and used on the occasion : Like the
Levitcs Num. 8. 7, these converts were devoted to the Lord and
sprinkled with water as a sign of thetr purification. This loads me
to ask, how were great numbers baptized among the Jews 2 Certairi-

]y by sprinkling, Exodus 24. 8, and Moses took the blood and Sprin-

kled it upon all the people^ and said beh9ld the blood of the Cove-
nant; here is baptism by the sprinkling of blood—Again Nujn. 8. 6,
7, cleanse the Levitcs and thus shalt thou do to cleanse them, sprin~

%k ziuter of puiifying upon them, ar.d let them shave all their -flesh,,

and let them wash all their clothes, and so make themselves clean,—
Here is baptism by sprinkling water. ^Oiie baptism only is retained
in the Church, whico is baptism by water. Now when we consider
that the Apostles were converted Jews, as mentioned before, and that
baptism by sprinkling wag commonly practised among them, and that
there is not the ffliadow of a proof of its being administered in any
other way upon this occasion, and wlien we also con^i(ier (he circum-
stances of the infant church, at the time alludfid to in the midst of
their enemies, and the absolute impossibility of baptizing sucli a muU
tjtude by immorsion yndrr such circumsiances, and (hat in fact no
such thing is mcntjoned as haung taken place, we arc justified in

concluding that the niultitude of converts were baptized by sprink-
ling watpv upan them, vvliich was a valid mode of baptism, and (he
piost convcineut and expeditious. • ,.


