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iliflt'ieutes, lie ranciKiine croyance, el de la religion primitive, pen-

vtiit Its remettru plus facileintiit qu'oii lie croit, dans le rheniiu de

la verite, et donner ii leiir conversion au cliristianisine des facilik's

(Uroii ne rencontre pas, ou qui sont contrebalancees par de, phis

grands obstacles, dans les nations les plus civilisees." Charlevoix,

.lournul, p. 2()5.

On this subject, Charlevoix may surely be admitted as a compe-

tent witness. No men have more accurately studied the human

character than the Jesuits ; and their conversion of the natives ot

Paraguay, and, wiiat is still more to our purpose, the success of

their prcsi lit attempts to civilize and convert the Araucanians, a

nation uncoiiquered by the Spaniards, and in the highest degree

marlial, and jealous of their liberties, is a convincing proof of the

wisdom oi their system. Their missionaries are never solitary, ami

therefore are not obliged to sink to the level of the savage state, m
order to enjoy the privileges of social life. 'I'he Indians, also,

whom they educate, are induced to marry and settle around them,

under their paternal supervision, instead of being again incorpo-

rated with their uncivilized countrymen ; among whom, as experi-

ence has fully shown, they would quickly lose all that they had

gained. ^
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