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Courtenay, « induced the Dutch to keep a fleet at
sea, and the English Government hop«i to draw
from that circumstance an occasion of quarrelA yacht was sent for Lady Temple ; the captain
had orders to sail through the Dutch fleet if he
should meet it, and to fire into the nearest ships
until they should either strike sail to the flag
which he bore, or return his shot so as to make a
quarrel I

"He saw nothing of the Dutch Fleet in goinjr
over, but on his return he feU in with it and
fired, without warning and ceremony, into the
ships that were next him.
"The Dutch admiral. Van Ghent, was puzzled

;

he seemed not to know, and probably did not
know, what the English captain meant; he there-
fore sent a boat, tlinking it possible that the
yacht might be in distress ; when the captain told
his orders, mentioning also that he had the am-
bassadress on board. Van Ghent himself then
came on board, with a handsome compliment to
Lady Temple, and, making his personal inquiries
of the captain, received the same answer as be-
fore. The Dutchman said he had no orders upon
the point, which he rightly believed to be still
unsettled, and could not believe that the fleet
TOmmanded by an admiral, was to strike to the
K-ing's pleasure-boat.

"When the Admiral returned to his ship, the
captain also, 'perplexed enough,' applied to Lady
Temple, who soon saw that he desired to get out
of his difficulty by her help; but the wife of Sir
WiUiam Temple called forth the spirit of Dorothy
Osborne. 'He knew,' she told the captain, 'hw


