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jcrt (bmd footing. Th^ governors and

officers of iu(Uce alw^^s douhtfdl which

to take for their guide, fometimes prefer-

ring the Engiijfhy fometimes the French

laws, as each feemed applicable to tht

cafe before them—One year a procla-*

mation, another year an inftrudtion to a

governor, another year a local ordinance^

changed the principle, and. varied thtt

courfe of their jufJciary proceedings.—

In this ftate of fluAuation, no n^n

knew by what right he ^ouU^^ take, or

give, inherit, or convey, poflcic/ or en-

joy property ; or by what mode or rule

be could bring his 'ight to a tiial. One

ncceifary confequence was a frequent

refort to the crown for anaepdment, ex-

planation,, and decifioa; ,/* cujus eft

" icpndere, ejus eft interpretari."—-And

iwhat lefs than defpotifm is tht power

of the crown, when it can create or

interpret.


