
rOUTHAITS OF BUITISFI AMKUICAXS.

it is safer to record facts tlian t>) draw conclusions. In anotlicr

sense than the lii;j;liest, it may he said of each of us, "we know not

what we sliail he." In the face of such i;;noi'anco it wo\d(l ho an

offence against taste, and it nii;:;ht he an offence a;:;ainst truth, to

assert of one still livini^ that such was the character and such the

issue of a life; for the latest act of existence, like the codicil of a

will, hy revealing]; a new motive, may chan;:;e the oj)inion of the

critic, haflle his conclusions, and tomiiel him to see in the act of

another the error of his own thou<^ht. (ireat reticence will, there-

fore, ho observed on such {joints ; for our work would miss, or over-

reach its ohject if, hy any means it should hecome insti'umental in

inflicting a jjuhlic hurt or a private wound.

It is not, however, with contemi)oray hio;i;raiihy alone that we
propose to deal. We hope to be a))le, by dili;^eut lesearch, and

Avith the assistance of others, to galher together some of the scraps

and fragments of individual history, whicii may still linger, like

traditional lore, in the crevices of memory, or be j)reserved, like

forgotten relics, in out of the way or unfre(|uentod places. It is

difficult to meet tho elders of a young country like om* own without

experiencing sensations of regret that so little pains should have

been taken to perj)etuate in some imperishable form the anuihing

and occasionally striking incidents of days past,—incidents which,

if industry will not preserve, time must destroy. Such gleanings of

personal narrative acrpiiro value as the stream of events rolls on

;

and since general history is ])ut the aggregate of individ\nd history,

he may bo regarded as contributing to tho more perfect whole,

"who shall succeed in gathering together some of the essential

parts. Many sympathetic friends will, it is believed, gladly help

forward such an object ; and all such may bo sure that their honor-

able confidences will neither be abused nor betrayed. The pioneers

and foanders of a State, of whatever profession or calling, will

generally be found to bo men of great force of character, as well as

of an adventurous turn of mind, who arc more inclined to perform

heroic deeds than to record them. The descendants of such men
still live amongst us. The traditional, and in some instances the

recorded transactions of such lives may yet be recovered ; and

the lessons which the narratives should teach of courage, loyalty,

devotion, high principle, and stainless honor, would not only pro-

mote innocent gratification and mental pleasure, but might, by


