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qmres, that they /hould, in fpme meafure, be

altered at this day. * ' " ^ *
'-^

Let us then begin with the bill which is

now before us and let us i'everely, but im-

partially, examine into its import.
" It is a bill enabling, in a particular in-

ftance, the Papifts to take long leafes or

rather to remove a diflibility under which
they labour of taking leafes at all in cities and

towns. For in towns, nothing can operate

as a leafe, which does not confer a term of

fufficient duration for building upon, the

lands therein being applicable to the purpofes

ftot of agriculture, but habitation. */ .i .^^ ;;

If then you agree to this bill, you enable

the Roman Catholics to expend their proper-

ty in building houfes, which in the end will

be inhabited by Proteftants ; you engage them
to err ' jark with you in the common caufe

and at the fame time you provide the ultimate

controul of the bed regulated gavel-daufe that

ever was framed, at once to guard againfl ac-

cumulation, and to promote conformity.

Thus the Papifts will have in one inftance

(what I wilh to Heaven they had in every

inftance) a permanent tenure in theii- pofl'ef-

lions. They will have one temptation (I

wilh to Heaven they had more) to veft their

property in the national bottom and fi-

nally this inftance of toleration and indul-

gence, will become the moft powerful inftru-

ment of converfion and amity. If you
agree to this bill, you will, io far as it ope-

rates,


