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flruflion of the individuals ; till at length perhaps

the war terminates in an ilTue, very difierent from

what either of the parties had originally intended.

Every one knows, that this is the general hiftory of

civil wars. Place the fcene where you will, or in

what age of the world you think fit, this has been

the common courfe of them. Our own country in-

deed was fortunate enough, to have all the

powers of Europe fo much imployM againft each

other, during the period of our civil war, ihat they

had no leifure to attend to the Englifh concerns.

Though France did us the kind office of

fending a minifter, under the pretence of a media-

tor, to inflame our differences and blow them up

into a civil war as foon as it could j but its troops

were otherwife imploy'd.

Germany has been (o unhappy, as to have a dif-

putc arife between two of its leading Princes about

the right to four great dutchies in one of its remoteft

provinces. What the names of thefe are, I confefs

I do not know ; nor I fuppofe does one man in ten

thoufand of my fellow fubje(5ls ; though we have

fpent fo many millions about them : but they lie

fomewhere in Silefia, one of the moll eaftern in-

land provinces of Germany, with twenty interme-

diate States between us and them. Such a difpute

arifing in Germany was doubtlefs a misfortune to

it. However, as the revenues of neither of the

parties are inexhauftible ; the probable iffue of fuch

a war, if they were left to themfelves, would be,
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