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The Coroner having no Addition to the ancient

Powers of his Office, it continued Ele(5livc, as it

was originally : And To did that ot the ordinary

Confervators or Juftices of the Peace, for 260 Years

after the Conqueflt. Our Kings indeed, annexed a

like Power over the Kingdom in general to the

great Offices of the Crown, and fometimes, in a

particular County, to the Tenure of fome great

Man's Eftate therein. They likewife on extraordi-

nary Occafions ilTucd Commiffions to extraordinary ^

Confervators, for defending the Coafts from Foreign

Enemies, and the Country from Domedic Infurrec-'

tions, with Power to call the Sheriff and PoJJe to

theirAffillance. But this was done in very rare Inftan- *

ces, and the Writs (as Mr. Lamhard in his Juftice

of Peace, pag. 17—20, informs us,) iflfued out re-

gularly for the Eleftion of the ordinary Conferva*;

tors by the Freeholders, till the firft Year of Edw^t
II)[; wlien Queen. i/2r^^/, having depofed her Huf-
band, advanced her Son, a Minor, to the Throne,

and got a Parliament to fupport her in all her ini-

quitous Mcafu res, procured an A61 (i Edw. III. c.

15.) for the affigning in every Shire of the Realm
good Men and lawful (who were no Maintainers of

Evil nor Barretors in the County) to keep the

Peace, ^^s was done (fays Lombard) to prevent the

Rilfcue of Edw. II. who was conveyed fecretly by

Night from Houfe to Honfe, andfrom Cafile to Caftle \ and

for this Caufe the Election of the ordinary Confervaf^:

tors or Wardens of the Peace^ was firji taken from
the People^ and tranflated to the Affignmcnt -of the

King', who began in the 34th of his Reign, to ap-

point them by fpecial Commiffions for each Coun-
ty ; foon after which they began to be commonly
called Juftices of -the Peace, their ordinary Stile at

prefent. The Commons imagining they could ea-

fily get any Grievance redrelTed by Parliamcnr, did

not appear afrcrv/ards fo follcicous ti> recover their
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