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loiS AM ERICA.
neffetlwnthofcin/^/WM , art- faid to be of colour j;i ay ,

and fo nimble as to climb Irees ; ihcir IJops

Inowtcdlike foxes, but deprived ot that property which the Logicians caW Profrinm qM,irton:oJtu , for

thov lould not bark'- th*'' H^^^ with talons fliarp as /f.j4o>/ , and the navilof their bodies on the Ridge

ot their backs: their iVrt^-f , and Deer , without H»rns; their Shnp (they call them L.tm.ts') notonc-

ly profitable as witii us , tor food and raiment , but accuftomed to the carrying of burdens , ("ome of 1 50

pound weiuht, Amongft fuch ftrange Buifts as this old tyorld knew not, we may reckon that deformed

one fwhole
name I fiiide not ) whole forepart relcmbleth a Fox , the hinder part an /ipc , except the

Feet oncly which are like a Mam : beneath her belly a lUceptaile like a I'urfe.whcre (he keeps her young

,

till they beabk to fbift for themfelves 1 never coming ihenc. but when they fuck, and then in again.

The /JrmadilU is in form like a barbed Horfe , feemingto be armed all oyer , and that with Artiticial

( rather than natural ) Plates , which do (hut and opeci. The / 'un^ne relembleth a Goat , but greater

and more profitable ; ofthe Fhece whereof ihey make Rugs, Coverings, and Stuffs ; and in the ^<//;

findethe Be^oar , fometimes two or three , a foveraign Antidote againfl: Poifons and venemous Di.

leafes. A kinde of Hare refembling a ivant in his feet , and a Cm in his tail . under whofe chin na-

ture h.ith fartned a little iJag , which (he hath alfo taughtjhim to ufeas a Store hou/e : for in this , iiavins;

filled Ills lWlly,heprelifrveth the remnant of his I'rovijion. The /'/^m/m, a little Ikaft (norfon.imedfor

nouglit ) w'.iich in fourteen days cannot go fo fir as a man may ealily throw a ftone. Then for their

Eirdi , they have them there in fuch variety of colours ; that the Indutns will perfectly reprefent in

I cailiers whatfoever they fee drawn with Pencils .- infomuch as a Figure of S. Fraicts made of Feathers ,

\\asprefcntedtoPopeJ».\r«^ ^intitsi whofe eye could notdifcern them to be natural colours , but

ihouphc them pencil-work , till he made tryal with his lingers. One called the TomiMep , ol all colours

,

fo little that it fcems no bigger than a Bee 01 Uutter-flie ; the mouth thereofno bigger than the eye of a'

needle
;
yet yielding not to the Ntghting.ik in the fweetnelTe of its note and Mufick : the Bird and Neft

put into Gold Scales, not weighing above z^. grains
,
yet beautified with Featkrs of ib many colours,

ef.iecialiy in the neck and breft > that the JndiMMs make great nfe of them in theii Feather-fiilures.

Ufheisas big , as thefc are little. I he Coidores of fuch (\rength and greatnefle, that they will (all upon
a Shti-f or Calf, open it, and eat it. Like Miracles of nature have they in their Frtttts and Plants,

more proper unto Natural Hiftorj than to this Uifcourl*: : and many medicinal Drugs ofrareppera.

tion , Avhich I leave to the contideration of the Learned Herhalifts. I am too mncha Fool to he a Phj.

Jiiun, and therefore will not deal in fuch things as are out of my Element. Yet fomewhat oftiiis kinde

\vemay«hanceto™eet with, in the Defcrip ion and Survey of the feveral Provinces, into which this

niwtrorlil is divided.

• The whole is naturally divided into two great Peninfulai ; whereof that towards the North is cal-

led Mexicana * from Mexico the chief City and Province of it, fuppofed ( for the mod Northern
psnsofitarenotyetdifcoveredj tocontain ijooomiles in compalTe. That towards the South , hath

the name of Vemana, from the great Coui trey oi Peru; the circumnavigation whereofis reckoned at

J -oco Jtfi.lian miles. The Jfrhmus which joyneth thele two together , very long but narrow ; in

lomc places not above twelve miles from Sea to Sea i in many not above fevcntecn. By the Spaniards

ji 15 called the Streit of Darien , from a River of that name in Peruana, neer unto the Jflhmus : and

IS (o fmall a Ligament for fo great a Body , that fome have thought of turning thefe two Pcninfula^ into

perfeft Iflands. Certain it is, that many have motioned totheCouncel of Spam , the cuttingofana-

vigable channel through this (mail //?/jw«^ , fo to (hortcn their common voyages to China, and the

McIhccocs. But the Kings of Spain have not hitherto attempted it ; partly becaufe ifhe (hould imploy

the Americans in the work , he (hould lofe thofe few of them , which his people iiave fuffeied to live

;

partly bfcaufe the Slaves which they yearly buy out of Africa , do but fuffice for the Mines .ind Sugar-

lioules; but principally , le(lthep3(Tagebythe Cape of good liope , being left, iliofe Seas might become
n receptacle of /'i>(?r/. Wich doubtlefte was a ver^' prudent and Politick conlideratioD. Many times I

have read ofthe like attempts begun , but never ofany finilhed. Sefoflns Kingofii^^f, Pariiu of

Ptrfa , one of the Ptolomies , and a late capricious Portugal had the like Plot , to make a palTage

from the Red- Sea , to the Mediterranean : fo had Cttfar , Caligula , and Nero , F.mperouis of
iitwf , upon the Corinthian Ifihmut. Another of the fame nature , had Churls the great , to let the

Khenc into the Danow \ the like had Lucius f'crui, tojoynthe Rhenc , and the Vfo/wV ; all which, in

ilieir peculiar places , we have already couched. Nicanor alfo King of Syria , intended to have made
a th.nnci from \.\\eCasj>iaHtoi\x EuxineSeA; an infinite projed, But neither he nor any ot the
I

I

Ib could fini(h thefe works ; God it feemeth , being not pleafed at fuch proud and haughty enterprife;.

And yet perhaps the want oftreafure hath not been the leafl caufe , why the like projeAs have nor pro-
ceeded : befides the dreadt'ull ^oyfes and apparitions , which (at we have already faid j continually

aftVighted the workmen.

Not Ufleoblervablc than this great but unfeccctTefuldtfign of cutting a pafCige thnrow this ////;-

mus , from one Sea totheotheri was that notable , bnialikc fucccfTelefTe Attempt of "John Oxeiiham,
nn adventurous Englip,n:aii , in a pafTage overitbyLand. 1 his ro.in being one ofthe followers of Sir

/>-./,.f;j/)>.!i(:£,arrivmg in a fmall Bark with 70 of his Companions,a little »ho\i Nomhre di Dcos , the

chitfell iownofallthe Jfthmus ; drew his Ship on Land, covered it with boughs , .ind marched over
the Land with his Company guided by Negroes , till he came to a River. 1 hue he cut down Wood

,

itiade liiin a Pinnace , cntrcd the South Sea, went to the llle of PcmIs , where he flayed ten d.iys ; inter-

• eprtd in two Spaniflj Ships ( who teaied no lineiny on that iide ) Ococo pound weight ot Ciold .

200C00 poi nd wiiglit in bars of filver , and returned in faftty to the Land. And though by tiie mu-
tinie offorac of his own Company , he nciihei returned into his Countrey , nor unto his Ship ; yet is it

an


