
l)li;nis, almii-

'lli'l'. 111 11 (liilr

' iloNO rif ill,,

r lime : Imi

Tclli vcliu-idiis

r tiiiic ; hut

ly nudci- I hi'

IS Icstivjlls l)V

1 iillordcd In]'

timulus III

vine honours

IS iimoiiij ill.'

(1 must li:i\i'

S lo GlllillMl's

iiii prii>st whii

to solve the

of till" UKliiII

net' ol'iiTeiilrr

liilions (o ^h^^

tlie sll0line>s

Ue sol;ir time,

>;iiiiiir(ls lir>l

rror, n.s eoni-

wliieli eriiir

und so tends

•y greiit iuili-

lat in so liir

in the Soudi.

e eivilisiilioii

memoriiils el

iti iullueib e

iiilils as to ils

reel inllilelie''

|>s. iis I 111' di-

le sepuli'llia!

'ir ken were

r iidvaliei'cl ; >

L!'. and lea I'll' d

the soul hem

he lirst eeli-

llir lo dawn

* was I'oniiiiii

leipielit <'i\ I-

)!' Iho Aryan

PI?I':-AUYAN AMKRICAN ^[.\\, 61

ilinieal ivvolittion. whieh had already sujiplanled Ihe auiochlhoiios rd' i>re]iisl(prie

liiiiDpe.

The publieatiou in 1848 ol' the lirst volnmo of the Smithsonian Contributions to know-

I'lii'e, devoted to the history and ex|)li)ratioiis of the amient monuments of tlie ^Mississippi

villey, gave a wondeiliil stimulus to arelueoloe-iea] rosc'areh in the I'nited Stales. I'or a

lime, indeed, much credulous zeal was devoted to the soari'h lor buried cities, inserilied

IV. Olds, and a reproduction in more or less modified form, in nortlierii areas, of Ihe civili-

zaiiou of the Aztecs ; not unminuled with dreams of I'liuMiiciaii, Hebrew, Scandinavian,

iiiil Welsh remains. Tlie history «[' some of its spurious productions is not without

iiiierest ; Imt its true fruits are seen in num(>rous works which have since issued from the

American press, devoted to an accurate record of local anliquilies. So tlioiouulily has this

ilieady been carried out, that it may be now allirined with little hesitation that, to all

iipjiearance, the condition of ihe Indian Irilies to the North of Mexico, as shown in tlie rude

ails of a stone age, scarcely at all alfecled in ils character by their use of Ihe native i'op])er

"I fiak(! Superior, represents what prevailed throughout Ihe whole Northern <ontinent in

all the centuries—however prolonged,—since the hunters in the Delaware valley fashioned

and employed their turtle-back celts.

The condition of Ihe nations of North .\inerica at the period of its discovery, at tlie

lese of the lifteenth century, may bi' desiribed as one of unstable equilibrium ; and nolhing

ill ils archn'ological rei'ords points to any older period of settled progress. The physical

^' ugvaphy of the continent presents in many respects such a contrast lo that of Europe, as

i- seen in thi' steppes of Northern Asia, though with great navigable rivers, which only

H' i'ded the appliances of modern civilization to make them for the New ATorld what the

lliilihrates and the Tiiiris were lo southern Asia in ancient icnturios. Those vast table-

lands, the great steppes ofMoim'olia and Independent Tartary, have ever been the haunts of

predatory tribes by whom the civilization of soulhern Asia has l)een repeiiti'dly overtl-.rown
;

and from Iheiiee came the Huns who ravaged the Jioman world in ils decliin". liurope, on

ilie contrary, nursed ils youthful civilization among detarlied communities of its soulhern

i>
iiinsulas on the Mediterranean Sea ; and in later ages has repeatedly experienced the

nlvalitaires of geo!i'raphical isnlation in the valleys of the Aljis, in Norway and Denmark,

in I'ortuual. Ihe Netherlands, and the Ibilish Islands : where nations protected in their

y.uth from predatory hordes, and sheltered duriim critical periods of ihaiige, have

safely passed llirotigh their early stages <if jn'ogress.

All that we know, or can surmise of the nations of ? 'orth America, presents a total

'iiiitrastto this. Jn so far as the mystery of ils prehistoric Mound-builders hns been

selved
; we se(> tlK^'c a i>eople who had attained lo a urade of civilization not a'reatly dis-

-iiiiilar to that of the village coiniiiunities of New Mexico and Arizona; aiul who had
^' tiled (hiwn in tlie Ohio valley, not improliably while feudal liurope w'as still only

'laerging from incdiieval rudeness : if not at an earlier date. The u-reat river-valley

Was long occupied by populous urban centres of an industrious <ommunily. .Agri-

iillure, though prosecuted only with Ihe simjilesf implements, chielly of Wood and

>ton(-, must have been practised on an extensive scale. The prijuitive arts of the

loiter were improved; tin' \alue of the copper abounding in the reiiioie n gioii on

ilie shores of Lak<' Superior was a|ii)reiialed ; though mi'lalliiruy in ils practiial applica-

ti'ins had scarcely entered ou its first stage. The nation was in its infancy ; but it had
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