
itH li('ij,'lit, and then- was plenty of Imnl

work to lie done in its mTvice hy young
. L-n of willing Imiuls, eool bniiuM, daunt-

IcsM conra;,'!;, adventurous spirit, and ro-

luist conHtitutiuii. All these qualifications

Were uniti'd in tlie person of youn;,' James
l)ou;,das in a very inieonniion dej^ree, and
w nted hut tiiMf and opportunity for their

full development. His active, nomadic

life, spent lar;;ely in the open air, furnished

in it,self a more admirahle physiwd trainiiii;

than any ;,'ynniiisiinii could have atlonled,

and hy the time he had reached maidmod

he was known throU'.,diout the whole of the

Nortli-West ftir a man of almost nuraciduus

vij,'otu' and endurance. His frame was cast

in a powerful ujoidd ; his jiliysical strenj;th

was prodigious; and his coolness under

circumstances of imminent danger i-xcited

the astonishment even of those daring, ad-

venturous spirits among whom his lot was

CAst. His pre-eminence, h<iwever, wis not

confined to feats of strength and emhu'ance.

He was eipnilly renuirkahle for his tact in

dealing with the almrigines, and for his

excellent judgment in transacting the husi-

ness of his empioyei's. Whenevi'a mission

reipiiring the exercise of exceptional pru-

dence and sagacity was cletermined upon,

there never was any dispute as to who was

the most fitting agent to bi! entrusted with it.

Me had the rare capacity for [ireserving

strict discipline among wild and lawless

men, and was always able to enforce oIkmH-

ence to his counnands hy the mere force of

his ptu'.sonal presence and character. The

facts of his early life in the North-West

have never been made puMic with any

approach to fulness of detail, and there is

jirohalily no man now living who is pos-

sessed of sutficient data to present a con-

nected narrative of his career previous to

the time of his taking up his pennancnt

abode in Vancouver's Island in l!S4C.

The rivaliy between the North-West and

Hudson's iiay Companies was terminated

by their amalgamation in I Hi I. Voung
Douglas, who had entered the service of the

former in a subordinate capacity about

six years previously, continued in the em-
ploy of the amalgamated company, in which

he soon rose to a position of infiuent^e. He
rapidly grew in favour with his superior

oHiccrs, who fully recogiuzed his nnuits,and

in course of time he became a Chief Factor

of the Company. In the discharge of his

nudtiform duties he visiteil nearly every

corner of the North-West which has ever

been traverse<l by the fo<it of a whiti- man,

and passed through iiunnnerable adventures

and hairbreadth escapes. On one occasion

when conducting an important nd.ssion in

New Caledonia—now the nudnland of Brit-

ish t'olumbia—he was seized by one of the

Indian tribes whih- passing through their

territory, and di.'tained as a captive for

many weeks. He at last contrived to nuike

good his escape, and after i-nduring priva-

tions to which a weaker frame and a feebler

will would inevitably have succtnnbeil, ar-

rived in .safety at one of the CJompany's

forts. He had long been given up as lost.

anil was welcomed as one risen from the

dead. In 1K27 he married Miss (Jonnolly,

a daughter of the Chief Factor at Red

River. \W this huly he had a numerous

family, five of whom still survive. His

eldest anil oidy sui'viving .son is Mr. James

W. Douglas, late M.P.P. for the city of

Victoria.

Sometime in or about the year 183.'}, Mr.

Douglas became the Chief Agent of the

Hudson's Hay Company for all their terri-

tory west of the Rocky Mountains. Soon

after being appointed to this responsible

position he made his headquarters at Fort

Vancouver, in what was then the territory

of Oregon. In liS+2 he passed over from

Fort Vancouver to Vancouver's Island, for

the purpose of establishing an Indian tra-

ding post there on behalf of the Company.

At a point which has since been called


