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trntrd by, NuCI, XiiS()», and CIlSO^ &c. [viV-]. IJcsidrs, water

liiis !i decoiiiposiiij; action on the mineral." ,\h rcfrardn pnrity,

I formerly found only a trace of ehlorine in addition to the .MtiO

ami SO''* above named, and if any essential constituent had been

washed out it shoidd have been the soda; but my ri'sults cer-

taiidy show no <;reat deticiency of this. Uespectin;;: the whole

constituents, on comparin;; tin; statement above ;j;iven of the

theoretical and actual percentajic s, I sec no reason to abandon
my formula for natroborocaleite for that newly |)ropose(l.

l'robal)ly this mineral will l)e found elsewhere in this district

and in other parts of the province where plaster ai)onnds
;

indeed, from the descri|)tion of a ((uarryman, I have little doubt

of its iiavin<j; been seen i.i another locality, unless the mineral

described to me as "a stufl' softer than i»last(!r, about tlu; si/.e of

ejjjfis, comiuf; clear out of the plaster and snu-llinjj; like sidphur

or the stones of a <;rist-mill," should |)rovc to be Ilayesnu', a

hydrated borate of linu; sometimes confounded with natroboro-

caleite!, which has not vet been found here, and which is de-

scribed by Dana as havinj; a jxculiar odour : I have not perceived

any odour in natroborocaleite. The other borates may of course

be also expected in new localities; I have failed to iind them in

plaster broujj;ht to Windsor from several (juarries.

liorates and other iniiirra/s, os chdradvriznii) the (jypsinn mid
anhj/drilc.—Of course, in addition to the interest attaehin;^ to a

new mendjer of the snndl cla.ss of mineral borates, and to the

only known qualitative analoi^ne of datholite, silicuborocaleite

has that bclonj^inu; to the first form in which combined silita has

been found in the enormous deposits of sulphate of calcium here.

It thus furnishes an addition toourmeansof learnin<r the history

of these rocks which arc beinjr shown to exhibit interesting ana-

logies with similar formations elsewhere. I have thrown into a

condensed tabular form the chief facts at present known with

regard to the mineral contents of the plaster rocks in question,

thus :

—

'N:xtrol)orocnlcite,cryi»totnnri)hitt',siIic<)l)()-

rocalciti", j^laubor-siilt.coinnion salt. Arni-

<r()iiiti', ciilcite, pikI sclrnite as flistinct

nccossoiv minerals, and also, to l)t' fotiiid

on analysis, raibonatrs, partly of uia<;-

iiosia, and protoxide of iron, clay, and a

very small qnantity of silica.

Silicohorocalcitt', sflenito, and Arnii^onitc,

or calcitc as accessory minerals, and al.so,

to l)e found on analysis, carbonates,

])artly of magnesia, and a very little

silica.

Hants County,
Nova Scotiii,

Inis dep{)sits

nuule up of

Gypsum,
containing

and

Anhydrite,

containing

The detection of glaubcr-salt with the borates, and of chloride


