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western range horses, we do net mean bren-
h.s's rn- t, mr.g-di.

TIIE custum ut bvniisàng induastries ta it
Ontiruly .uad, thluoga. hapily At la fast dis-
appoaring. florusing le nuis almust Gi>nor.
ally luuked upun as au uvil, and utàly utidur
exceptioi.al circumstances is it flua p-sble
tu wurk up public upiiituA in façur of a pru-
posa' (if this nature. Stil'. the oi lingors tu
smo extent. The Commercial notices in the
city papers an advortisement ashing for offers
to build a foeur mill in a znunicipaiity adjoin-
ing the city, in aid of ivhich a bonus is
cfforéd

ONE of the greatest farces an fat as rond
niaking is concorned is the antiquated sysbm
cf statuto labor, in force in the rural inunici-
palitiesof Manitoba. It is practically awaste
cf tiie ad mouev Very littleheadway wifl
lbo made in establishing goed tri 'q white this
system prevails. It is aberefore, pleasing to
note that the fanmers are baviDg their atten-
tion drawn to this inatter. The farmers
instituts, cf Nelson, Man., lias takon the
niatter up and passed a series of resolutions,
one cf wbich deciares in lavor cf abolishing
the system of statute labor entiroly.

TnE Re-nedial bill bas passed its second
reading at Ottawa, and this wili Iikely be the
hast cf tbat measure. It is almoet certain
that it will net receive a third reading before
thse lite cf parlianient expires, and as a
genemal election is the next tlaing in ordôr,
the situation may be materiaily changed
befote parliament, is calhed again. In the
meantime interest now centres in the invita-
tion extended by the Dominion gcvernient
te the Manitoba governiment, te have a con-
feres on the question, with a view to arriv-
ing at an adjustmient cf the mater. In view
of the invitation te hold a conference, the
Manitoba legisiature, which was te havo been
pmrcgued on Thursday last, was adjouxned
instead until April 16, se thait the legislature
would have an opportunity of discussiug any
propcsed plan cf settling the school question.

REFERENcE bas frequently been made to
the succesa cf the Mennonite settlers in
Manitoba. This is not We be wondered rit
when their case is considered. The Menno-
nites have not allowed their energies te bie
directed toc much in one direction. They
have nlot, like many other Manitoba farmras,
given their attention almosi solely te,
wheat. Whie tbey grow lots cf wheat,
they' have cao followed xnany other profit-
able lines of agrizulture. The Mennonites
woe the first te go into flax growing, and up
te the present time they have produced the
bulk cf the flax aunually grotw nl in Manitoba.
Wheat, ents and barlcy woe the staple crops
ut te other settter, witue the Mennonites
hart four staple crops, wheat, oats, bans5y and
fias. They aise drected their effertean ether
directions, basides deponding on the crops
atone. They went into shep te a consider-
able extent, and mucli cf the mutten a.id
lambconsumed in Winnipeg bas been furnish-
ed by the Mennonites. Again, they have
always had considerable poultry en~d eggs te
soit. The bulk cf the supply of freeli eggs 1

reoived in Winnipeg lataly hs's been fur-
iLe. tAy 0eMý0 .. ls A - ty produri

dealer infonmed Tho Commercial recontly
that ho receivod ton cases uf eggs frumn the
tb wvn in the Mennunite districts tu lie crise
froni aIl ti,r parts of the province. This
gh. ws the secret ut their succees. Tbey pru
'luc, per capita, more poultry, MOre eggs
fn1 me %,A, @tr -M Muttujn aud lainb. auJd
moae flax soed than the uther agnicultural
residente cf the province.

THE Winnipeg FreePressays. "The Com-
mercial, in an argument against th0 pulicy
of granting public lands in aid of mailways
says 'Nuis that au Immigration Associa-
tiun bas been formed bore, it sbould heone of
the duties of this association te take up tis
questiurn.* That la precisly wbat the tissu-
ciation ouglit net te do. It was fommed te
pm.imuto inamigmation and net tu àrntorfero iii
politicaI w-attems and attempt te regulate the
affairs of tihe nation. Lt 'wouid go to smash
in ne time if iL sbculd stop aside fmomn the one
straight path cf its duty.'" This argument
ef the Fre Press is about as fat fetched as
anything we have noticed put forth for soe
tinte. If the association would lie Lreading
on dangemons gmound te, take up this question,
then almost every niattor discussed at the
recent convention was a menace te the asso-
ciation. If the alienation cf the publie
demain is the great drawback te the settie-
nment cf thse country which many believe iL
is, thon the association would bo porfectly
justified ini considering the question and ex-
pressing an opinion thereon, net in a hostile
form, but in au advisory way.

IF the recent immigration convention had
stinred up sufficiint lou.tl enthusiasm te, lead
to the formation cf a company te secure, the
sottlement ot the vacant lands around Winuîi-
peg, soins immediate good might have beau
accemplished, aside from thse wider aima cf
tLe newly fommed Western Immigration
Association. If a strong company could lie
formed te take hold cf this matter, with tbe
object cf placing a solected class of settiers
upen the va#usut lands anrrounding the ci, y,
the ort work conld no doubt bu succossful)y
accomplished in a profitable way-profitable
aliko to the company and thse country. A
large area cf good land could be secured now
at a very low price. In aUl probabilityý land
wiil neyer again bo as cheap in this district
as it is ait Lhe present time. The first effoî t
cf a companry should lie te quietly secure
possession cf a large quantity cf this vacant
land, and thon set about locating setLers
ripou the properties, givinig thoni a long time
te pay for the lands in small instalmonts, at
a moderato rate cf intorest. If handled in
the niglit way, there would appear te bc ne
good meusen wby some plan sudh as this could
net lie pmofitably carried eut.

A itsoLuroe was passed in the Manitoba
legisiatune tbe other day whidh referred te,
the elevator systemn cf Manitoba as a moeno-
poly. Tis is a very erroneous use cf tihe
word, and one which is calculated to, de barrm
te, the country. No eluvator monopoly existe
in Manitoba, and it is a most damaging Mis-
represontation te publiali te the werld that

suchia thing doca eis horo. Iio sthe tashion
lsabh certain agitatura tu about muuuputy
aber. tboy isal w @tir up a movement
egainst aay existtug situfttiufl. 1 is word
mnivupuiy bas dune great service ira tire cause
uf variuusagtatoms, and if by any etraining of
tacts the tenui can bu iutruducodi the agita-
tiun is surs te h a livoly one. Tho more
fliuntirn uf thei wumt itsoit is tu many peopte
lake iluutang a red mag befure a ouil, and ail
reason immediatoly takes its doparture. Th.>
is abicut tho situation in regard te the eleva-
tor systeni in Manitoba. Sumo eue bias
raised thbc cry of irauuupoly, aundI is a tibofore
tho pupular thii.g tu uàuitce tbo' tJuvntar
reguiatiuna %Nith all the sohionienco svbîch
eau be mado tu apply undor the uinreaunable
excitemeut maused by the iliegit.imate use <f
tis, word. ire Commercial as nuL guîng tu
discusa the question at present, auy more
thant tu say Matît we ficml.y liive tie uova-
tur regulations bave beaunuf iuestimnble value
te thse <armera cf Manitobae. \Ve wouid reter
our rendor te an article in another cotlon
of thia nutaber cf The Commercial, under the
heading "Our Elevater System. "

grain and Mîinbg Notes.
The tutal recexpts of wbeat at the four

principal UJnited States winter wbeat pointe,
Toledo, St. Louis. Detroit and Uansas euiy
frorn July lat te date are 24,634,856 buiahels,
against 80,062,646 buabels in 1895 nd 89.916).
251 bushel3 in 189. 'l he total reCeipt a t the
four principal 8pring wbeat pointe since
Aug lst, the beginning of the crop year foot
up-Minneapolis, 62.265,240 bushela; Dalutb
48,84,88 bushels; Chica go 19,828251 bush-
els; and Milwaukee7.245,889 bushels niaking
a total cf 182,687,271, agninst 93,86 ;,329
hu3hels duning the saine tinte lest year and
87,161,990 busbeis in 1891.

lu the Manitoba legisînture on Tuesday,
Mr.Grahatn moved, seconded by &Ir. Morton .
That in the opinion eithiis uo, the eleva-
tormnopoiy existiog throug1Luut the prov-
ince should be removed, as it is detrimental
te the interests cf the peopie generally. Thse
motion was adopted without tunther discus-
sion, beyond the romarks cf Lhe mover. As
tins motion might croate a wroug impression
te those net acquainted with the situation,
The Commercial would say tbat thero is nn
ehevator monopoly in Manitoba, aud tbe word
menopoly is net comrectly used. The resolu-
tien is directed ngainst the custorn ot tho
mailways te, refuse te allow the loading of
visent directly upon cars, ait peinte where,
elevators bave been established. Wheat cau
be handled much more mapidly and economi-
cally thmeugh the elevaters thon by loading
directhy into, the cars freim farmera' wagons,
hoes the mule.

The silver market lias butn dul aud steady,
the London quetation for hars being stat ion-
amy atter an adivn' from 31 5-16d. per
ounce te 81 7-1(d. The Pebruary mise in sil-
ver pniccs is now explained as the resuit cf a
recent speculation at London in India rupeo
paper, necessit.ating large sbipmonts thereof
frem Indin te, London, and crenting a cor-
respondiug demand for silver in the former
country. The demnnd, it is explnined, was
met by an influx cf silver freta the United
States. On Friday the markets were, strengat
a littie funtbem advanco. Silvor prices on
Mardi 18, were. London, 81 9-16d. N$uýv
York, 69c.

Two urimportant failuires oconrred in Van-
couver this week.


