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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

WINNIPEG, Saturday, Scpt. 14.

Unfavorablo weathor has retarded the pro-
gross of tho harvest considorably in some
districts, consequently the grain movement
is not as large as 1t would bavo been, Most
of the milling and shipping firms now have
their buyorson the country markets, and ot
somo points wheat was beginning to come in
in lJago quantities. A spell of clear weather
would soon bring on a orush of grain, though
thoro scems to bo o strong beliof that pricos
will advanoce later on, and many farmers who
can afford to do so will hold. Genoral busi-
ness is fairly ratisfactory, and sales for the
foll trade geasen have been quite large in
clothing, boots and shoes, dry goods, ote.
Bank clearings at Winnipeg this week show
an increase of 25 por cent over the correspond-
ing weok last year.

There wero reported to have been 22 busi-
ness failures in Canada this week, against 88
last week and 88 in the corresponding week a
yoar ago. -

WISNIPEG HARKETS,
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[All quotations, unless otherwise specifled, are whole-
sale for such quantities as are usually taken by retail
dsalers, and are subjest to the usual reduction on largs
quantities and to cash discounts.}

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, — A good
mauy separators are being sold, but the trade
so far does not appear to be as large asthe
heavy crop would warrant. Still some of
the Canadian manufacturers are clean 3sold
out, and yuite a number of imported separ-
ators are coming in, Nct many complote
rigs are wanted, separators alono being usn-
ally taken. No imported enginesareselling,
the Canadian makers appearing to have the
ficld alone in engines, bat not in separators,
notwithstanding the heavy duty, The sea-
son for binder twine i3 now over, and thesup-
ply has been abundant, though ata fo v coun-
try points there was some delay causel by
twine running short. The wholesale trade,
howover, was able to fill all orders promptly
during the season.

CoAL.—Tho season aas hardly opened yet
and only a trifling businessis doing. Dealors
aro & littlo uncertain as to how preies will go,
but it is expected Pennsylvanin coal will open
at 88,50 per fon, delivered to consumers in
the city. At this prico it can besold at s
small profit, or at about the came profit as
was obrained from selling at $9 por ton last
season, though lust winter a great deal of
coal was sold at about §8 50 per ton, There
is somo talk of opening the market at $8, but
at this price dealers say they would have no
margin of profit, nobtwithstanding the low
prices which have ruled for coal at tho mines
this year. Souris coal will sell at the same
price as last winter, namely, $1.25 per ton
dolivered to consumers, and $3.85 at the yard
here.  Lethbridge coal has been fixed at §5.50
par ton to consumers, delivered, whish is a
drop of $1 per ton from last winters’ prices.

CorDW00L.—Vo quote the following prices
for-car lots.on track here: “Tamarac, $3.75
to St per cord ; pine $3.59 per cord; spruce
$3, and poplar $2.25 to $2.50 per cord.

DRy Goops.—No further changes are re-
ported in prices and values aro firm. Tho re-
cont fal} millinery openings in the east is a
feature of the trade,

GREEN FRUITS.—Lomons, as noted re-
cently,:are very ficm, and they ars held at
top prices. Stocks of Messinas are well ze-

duced. Somoof tho larga castorn markets

have run very low in stceks of lemons and
cannot obtain sypplies of . w, as it is be-
tweon seasons, At Mountre. ' prices advanced
81 to $3 por box, choicest ):emg held as high
as 87.60 per box, At New York prices aro
also very high, There is n good supply of
Oregon and Califormin poaches, pears end
plums, at about tho same prices. Qranges
aro practically out of tho market. The first
car of Ontario goft fruits avrived this weck,
consisting of pears, plums, tomatoes, crabs,
rapos, etc  ‘The fruit arrived in better con-
gition than mast Ontario shipmeonts in previ.
ous years, showing greator care in handling,
but the manner of packing, in baskets, is tho
samf;. Still thoro is lots of room for improve-
ment. Some of the grapes wero overripe and
were dropping off the stems, and consequently
had to bo sold ata low prico. Someof the toma-
toes were gotting soft andleaking from the bas-
kets, and somo of the pears particularly wore
poor variety, being small and scabby, though
firm enough. The fruit, however, sold oft
quickly. Further cars will bo coming in next
week, Pricoes aro: Messing lemons §7 per
box ; brnanas, $2.25 to 83 per bunch as to
size} California peaches $1.25 to $1.50 per
box; California and Oregon plums $1.25
to 81.50 per hox; California and -Oro-
gon pears, $2.23 to $2.50 per box ; apples, $3.75
to $4.25 per bairel ; southern concord grapes,
50 to 55¢ per basketof 8 1bs; Californiagrapes,
tokays $8.00 to $3.25 per crate ; tomatoes, 90¢
to 81.10 per basket. Layer figs, 10 1b boxes.
130 per pound. do., 1+ ounce boxes. $1.50
per dozen., Dates, 7 to 74c a b,
GROCERIES,—Sugars are steady. Eastern
refinera qucte 4c for granulated and 8 to 8fc
for yellows, as to grade. Refined advanceda
point or two at New York recently, Advices
from London spoak of remarkably low prices
for Indian teas of tho lower grades particular-
ly, this being due to some extent to the
poorer guality of new teas. A few new Val-

' oncia raisins have been imported in eastern

markets, bat thero has bten no general sup-
ply yot. Now California raising may bein
soon.

PAINTS, OILS, ETC.—Canadian refined pe.-
roleum bas declined 3¢ in the vast. Turpen-
tinois also lc lower cast, linseed oil is easy.
Whito leads are quite firm. Glass is very
firm as late importations are costing much
higher.

RaAw Furs.—The furseason has not opened

- yet, though a fow skunk have already been

offered. Of course, vhey are not prime. It
will be some little time yet betore primeskins
of any class can be offered, but lots of the
usual poor class of early skins will soon be
offering. _
GRAIN AND PRODUCE.
Wheat.—Wheat tfouched a lower point

than ever.this week, prices at Daluth for !

instance sinking to a lower price than the

very low prices of tho corresponding weeka |

year ago. The lowest closing prico for
September wheat at Daluth thi« weok last
year was 5dJc as compared with S543con
Wednesday last. Weak Earopean markets
and increasing supplies wero the dopressing
features, thongh it is not unusual to look
for large receipts and increasing supplies at
this season of the year,

In Manitoba the movement of new wheat
has Veen delayed by web weather, About half
the wheat moving forward from country cle-
vators waeold wheat. Buyursare now mostly
located at country poiuts, and a faew bright
days would bring in Jots of wheat., 'Tho
sample, 5o faras can be jidged from limited
recoipts, is quite mixed, aud the crop will
certdinly be an uneven one. A good deal of
wheat mixed with green berries, §10wing un
oven ripening, has been seen.  Tha recent
rains will bo bad for wheat having smut,.as it
will-heve a tendoncy to break the balls and
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tag the wheat. Prices paid to farmers in
Mznitoba country markets this week aro high
i comparigon with values at lake ports. ﬁp
to 45¢ was paid for No, 1 hard at quito a num-
ber of country points, which is proportion-
atoly above values at Duluth., Later “the
tendo' oy was easier and  the top
prico was dropped to d4c for No. 1 hard
In country markets, The value of No. 1
hard afloat at Fort William during the week
ranged from about 5653 to 68¢, according to
fluctuationsin United Statesmarkets. Receipts
for the weok ended Sept 7, at Fort William
wero 53,641 bushels and shipments 93,420
bushoels, leaving in storo 8,950 bushels, A
yoar ago at Fort William receipts were 121,-
000 bushels, shipments 227,000 bushels, and
stocks, 721,000 bushels. Two years ago
stocks.were 868,000 bushels, Lake freights,
Duluth to Buffalo this week wero reported at
B3c por bushel and dle to Kingston, with
prospect of an carly advance.

FLOUR.—The market remains naturally
weak, but there has beon no further change
here, though lower prices have been looked
for. ~ Of course, the flout offering is from old
wheat, which cost higher than pre-
sent prices. Sales by millers here
arg made o+, 81,95 for patents and $1.75 for
strong bakers per sack of 98 1bs. delivered to
city retail dealers. Second bakers $1.55 to
81.65, XXXX about 31.25 to $1.80 persack
according to brand. These are net cash prices
tho nominal quotation being 3¢ higher.

Miprsturrs.—illstuffs are  bocoming
more plentiful, The quotation to the
local trade is S11 for bran and SI8 for
shorts per ton. with small quantities held at
$L per ton mere,  Prices have again declined
60c l‘in eastern rarkets making $t in two
weoks,

OATS.—The market is tending downward.
There i3 not much business duing, and ahout
only enough cuming in to sapply the city
trade. No castern shipments, Prices are
lower and we quote car lots on track here at
20 to 21c per bushel of 84 pound, feed grade
Farmers' loads have sold mostly at 21 to28¢c
por bushel, and not many coming yot. There
should be enough oats marketed by farmera
this year vo supply the locai market, and
thus avoid the necessity of bringing in car
lots from country points. If farmoers around
the city hold for higher prices, however, car
lots will be brought in to supply the city
trade. There has been an idea abroad here
that owing to the douth in Ontario there
would be an unusual demand in the east for
Manitoba oats this year. The last Ontario
crop bulle.in, howevoer. estimates the Ontario
oat crop at'3.000,000 greater than last year,
which would indicate that the crop thero is

not 8o bad after all, and we
cannot  therefore look for such a
big demand for Manitoba oats in the

East as was espected a short timeago. In
Manitoba country markets prices are de-
cling, the price being down to 123¢ per bashel
to farmers at Brandon. In Outario country
markets, 20 to 28¢ is paid to farmers.

BARLEY.—A fow farmers’ loads selling
here at 25 t¢ 80c per bushel, for feed. Very
little wanted, as noshipping businessis dong.
At Ontarjo country points barley is bringing
80 to 88c per bushel of 48 pounds, feed grade.

GROUND FEED.—Prices aro about Sl per
ton lower, the best rolled feed being quoted
at $19 per ton and chop feed at $18, oats and
barley. :

OATMEAL.—Prices are 15c lower. We
quote rolled oats av $1.75 per sack of 80
pounds in broken lots to retail dealers.
Standard and granulated oatmeal $2 por
sack of 93 1bs. Rollcd wheat, S1.90 pe-~80
pound sack ; pot barley $2, and pearl tarley
$4 per 98 pound sack.

O1L  CAXE.—This

commodity is lowe



