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There is littie td bc saiti regarding the lumiber trade

of Toronto wii lias flot nlready laea rererredti 1 in
these cohuas. Trade continues ver>' quiet, anti s0
long at Ieast as flue existing stnike aniong tlie brick-
layers andi stone-masoas continues lucre irili be but lit-
tic probability of an improvement. Building opera.
tions are virtuaiiynt a stanti still througltout the cil>',anti
It is flot probable that opernlions uvili bc carrieti on ibis
sumcer to an>' consitierable extent. Several coatracts
are under wi'y for lte erection of extensive commuîercial
buildings, but îhecy are of a character îrhich do flot
bring ta the lumber trade any large aunount of business.
Notwitbstandîuîg tbe ver>' rapiti intrirase in population
too inany buildings have been erecteci for residcr.tial
purposes in 'roronto cluring te past 1w-o or thrce years.
The loan compamîles are noir valuing niuclt more clroly
than heretofore, anti arc incneasing the raI e of interest
ta a considerable exîcat. Tihis ivill naturailly pr-ove a a
severe blowt to speculative builders andi ltauper thcm g
mtn:îrialiy in Ilîcir opcrations. The stock of .unber in
the yards is b>' na uneans large, aititougha wcll assarteti.
l>rices reinaîn as usual, trîtîtout ail> pai ticular teudeiicy
cither up or doiva.j

Consiticrable iniîprovinenl lias been noticezble dur.
ing the last innîtb in tîte way of cars over lthe Grand
'rmnk systeni for carryt.ag lumber, althougît tlîcr is
stili soinè trouble experienceti in inovîng stock ai-ci the
Mitilant division. Tîte Nortluera division sîtippers
hlave beeni wîel supplieti, anti if the>' are as n-cii treateti
in the future as tue>' are at prescrit, iuunlbcrnîcn %%ill
have no cause ta compiain on titis score.t

Ilut irbile lumberien can congrattilale thenselves on
the improvernent in the car ser% ice Uic> btill have the
aid grievance agaunst tue Cirauid Trunk a in ti ater
of excessive freiglît charges. The LumUilERMAN lias on
severat 'briller occasions referreti ta ibis questioni, anti
the dealers have individually anti roliectiveiy useti ail

the persuasion possible in tîte atîcunpt la relieve dti.-
selves of irbat thîey consider exorbitant charges. Tiiere
bas been aitogetIter too much guess-work going an
on the part ot the G. T. R. iti the malter of lumber
îvcigh bis, andi as the différence is invariably la favor
of the railway companay it is onl>' reasonabie to suppose
titat the lumbermen are doing a consitierable aunaunt
of kickint,. WVhat is wantcd to overcoine tbis difflculty,
anti place the lumbermaea on an equitable footing %villa
the railways, as the appouatment of a goverrament weigh-
master. whose duty it ivoulti bc ta sec titat ail cars of
luinbcr arc properiy weiglied anti chargeai accordingiy.
Under the existing stite ot affatirb the limnbermen not
oni>' have ta pay a r-onsiderable percentage of their
profits un cxcess freiglhts but are compelieti ta devote
a large amount of valuabie limie la te attempt ta bave
these over cbargeb remiedicti, %îîhi,.h altempts as a rule
prove uîterly fruiiless. The lumbermen are undoubteti-
ly the best custouliers of tiîi- 9,. T. R. anti are certainh%
entîtieti ta tue iiuait honorable trcaîment.

la W'estern Ontario the season opens ouI nith the
yards carrying a c.onîierabic amnount of latt year'S
stock. Trade as reporteti as moderacu>' gooti, but
purchasers in cargo lots are ver>' ligbî as yeî.

There lias been a better deiand for i ant i h3 inch.
clear, anti pickings, un the U'nited States. Prices te.
main about the sanie as at the close of last season.

The trade li 12 incli. stocks for Snjuth Aincrica is
pra cticaliy extinguisheti, owing largel>' ta the internat
dissensions noir exisîing in that quarter.

Hon. Mr. Tupper, the Canadian representatiî'c, bas
been la Washington for somne weeks, conferring iritb
tbe members of the Uniteti States gavernmrrent on tuhe
tarriff question, but as yet littie, if anything, can be
learneti regartiing the purport of negotiations. The
nîills la Nortiier. Ontario are starting up la gooti
shape, anti fromn irat can be l:%e-int there wiil bc no
carîb oflumber Ibis ycar. Ver>'fetv stocks hav'e, bon'-

civer, been soiti as y'4t.
A large nuunber of milis la the Ottawia Valley have aI-

reatiy starteta up, anti betore the cati of the moaîb tbcy
irili al bc pretty tîcil under way. Consiticrabie of the
luniber wintercd over in the Ottawva yards lias been
moveti b>' rail this spriîîg, but with the opening of navi-

gation the stocks avii soon be cut down. Lumibcrmnic
as a rule wcie flot particularly afixiaus for ant car>
commcacrmcat of opcrations owing ta tic fact tlîat the
yards iverc stockcd witiî lumber, and piiing roonm 'as
scarcc. [t is tnt iikciy tlîat the scason's cut ivili be as
large as that of iast summer, whca therc %vas a vcry
carly commencement and a latc winding ail.

A fair winte's work lias bcn donc ia the woods, ani
the numiber of Iogs turacd otvt is satisfactory to tiîc
lumbcrmier, though sornewbat sinallcr than the prcviaus
wintcr, froni the fact that opcratians wcre flot gone
iiita so cxtcîîsivcly, and bclusc a considerabIc atnouat
ofsickiCss prevailcd in the shnnties. About one thou.
sand mcae have Icft for thc Upper Ottawn ta «attend ta
thec drives, and. about one tilousand mîore ivili follow~.
Thei prospects for the coming scason arc considcrcd
briglît b>' the lumnbermen in general. Owing t0 te
unscutlcd condition of the labor market business is on
the quiet ordcr. Prices ot lunîber remain uanchangcd,
Lath anti siglcs arc in good dcaîiand, and prit es final.

The deniand for libcr nI Qucbcc as activc, id the
prospect for a good scasons trade is corisidcrcd verty
hopeful, bath manuafacturers andi shippers agrecing that
the prospect bias at been so eccuraging for iiany
ycars past. Non, that the question of ivages has been
settled bcîweca the merchants andi ship laborcis we
sec nothîng ta interfère wiîlî thc prospects of thc part.
Little as yet hias been donc in charters. A steanmship
ivas rccntly chartercd for deais fron 'Montrent ta a
direct port ia the Unitedt Kingdom, on a basis of 6os.

.A fairiy active trade is bcing donc in Winnipcg.
Country yards, îwhicî ha~vc been very bare sincc last
stimer, arc being replcaishced, and titis bas madie the
trade more active. 1riccs arc soincwilat irregular andi
îcnding downwards. Thc competition froin Minnesota
kLnîber keirps tc situation interesting, anti makes decai-
crs lcss independent as ta schiedulc lances. The relait
prices have gane daoîn $2 pcer thousanti. \Mrater on the
streains is flot so bigla as "'as expecteti, yet lumbernien
-are hopeful that tbey twill bc able ta gcî down tileir
iogs, and if there is no dificuity in this direction the
season wiil be an -active ac ai the milis.

The carpealers strike has -,e- asly affected the [uni-
ber interesîs at Chicago. 1. -aber vessels have been
wviîing for days, there being sale at any price, the
buyers taking adivantage oi hoc str*ke ta bear the
mnarket. At presenit there are somte iooooooo feet of
lumber on the market. The stocks on hand in the
)ards sho%% an increase of i2,oooooo feet of hardwood
lumber oer that of last )-car at ihis time, and a de-
crease of 30,000,000 pine.

FOREIGN.

The h.axdtood market at London shons signs of
marked uînprocenn, and the firmness of the market
has exhibited most eacauraging featurcs. An ex-
ceptiona' aunant of maliogany has changeti hands, and
Amneri.an 4ainut iogs of gaod quality arc in active de-
mar.d at fuli prices.

The stnke of the dock laborers ai Liverpool has nia-
teniaily intcrfcred înîth the timber trade, and especialiy
with <.barters. London Tiimke says, as far as me çan
leara, no charters for steam tonnage have be-2n made
as yet fromn St. John, although at this lime last year
several were loading. Frcights arc decidedly a littie
easier from the spruce ports, and fromn the Baltic con-
siderably sa, but Quebec tinbcr freighîts continue about
the sanie. The Tiuzber TradesrJournal says, a vessel
of about t,aco tons register has just been fixeti from,
Batiscan ta Liverpool ait 57s. 6d. for ail deals, anti ane
or two more froim Qucbec for îvcst coast ranges at 55s.
W'e alsa I-.car of a charter for 1,100o tons register vessel
from Qut.bec ta London with a mixeti cargo at 23s. andi
52s. 6d. One vessel of 1, 100 tons rcgistcr bas just been
fixed fion West Bay ta direct afiaî wcst coast Britain
or E. C. Irelanti range at Sos. From Loiver St. Lawv-
rence «Milîs a couple of vessels have been taken up at
57s. 6d. and 55s. respectivcly.

Messrs. Churchill & Sim in their wood circular of
recent date report: Fromi Canada thcrc arc stili fia ar-
rivais worth mentioning. The stock of deals lias ai.
most entirely passcd out of first biandis, andi the qtxantty,
appearing on the miarket bas been niuch smàller than
in recent months, andi prices hav'e ccns.equenîly been
somewhat firrier. The lower ratesof-(reight noti cur-
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relit ha~ve eaabled selîcis more freely ta nicet buycrs'
ideas as to prnces, witlî the restait thaI a fair aniaunt of
business lias been arrangcd for fortlîcotnug open %% ter
shipaient an ternis îvbich appear î'ery reasonable for
the buyers. Tliere is no change to report in the po.
sition of limber, the sales have been of ret quantities
oaly, withaut variation in values,

BRITISH COLUMBIA.
Prom our Ilegular Correspondent.)

NF*.v WUVbi.snNsmaE April 24t1i, i890.
The lumber business bas openeti titis scason wîth the

best prospects ever known la the history of the lunîber
business of Britisht Columbia.

Aliîîost every Mnill la the province have incrcasecl
theur c'îPacity for Ille canîing seasan. Hnstings sait
aîill iil tut 125,000 ect a day thîis year, haî'ing spett
saie $35,000 ia increasmng their facîlîties andi puttiag
ia new -nachincry. lThe Brunette Saw Mill Conmpany
have solti the niachincry in their olti mili and have
buit aiongside a mnill ta cutl ooooo a day.

WN. R> Sayward, Victori.,, lias ine:-reaised fais plant hy
large additions of machinery, andt the saine inay bc
said of the Royal City -MNilîs here, the Vancouver
Saw Mill Comîpany, at Vanicouver, G. Wiliis Crof:,
Fort Simnpson, R. Cunninghiami & Son, Skeaa, Victoria
Lunîiber & Mýanufaicturing Comîpany, (the aId Croft
and Angus miii,) tue Haziett & Meicntyre couucera %.lo
have bouglit tlîc Sutton mîill anti are increasing tic
cul 10 100,000 a day, the machîiner> is non, heiiîg
maauf.-rctured by the William Hamnilton Maauiffcturing
Comîpany.

Mclssrs. Lossce & Morrison arc buildinîg a 50,000
Mîill ail Sliawaigan Lake, a short distance fron
V'ictoria on the E. & V. R. R.

*te estiniîatc froin prescrit prospects are tlîat before
the scasoa is well under way tîmat doub'.e the output
per mtona iili be turncd out thaa bas cirer heretofore
been donc.

Y'our correspondent iras favored with a look at a
testing of lion the large carniage workced in the
NicLatren-Ross mill at New Westminster, andi special
iaterest was taken in bowv the using of campresseti
air would work for tlie scut îorks and canting, and
evea at ihis early stage of trial everything worked
with such precision that the onlooker iras surprised
anti predicts for ail the nev improvements of Mr.
S. N. Kendall, the meclianicai superintendent, a
decided success ; ia tact, there ii be a revolution
of rebuilding naidis when everything gels ruaning iii
this miii, and also when the nev Kendall and saw
grets working. i have il from almost every Miii in the
proince that if it is a suL.cess the>' itili ail put a
similar one ia. [t îýil1 bc the finst band Miii in British
Columbhia, andi tlîcy expect it running about the first of
July.

The miii îîili start to cut about the first of Nia), but
wili flot run ta ils capacity tilt about the tirst of July.

From a re.ccnt letter (rain Australia, the buyers
there say that though ail Pacific coast lumber is class-
cd as Oregon laine that coanters are non asking foi
anti payiag more for British Columbia fit, and that
trade journais watti veay soon give il space in their
market reports. There bas beca quile an influx of
ensterni lumbermea thîs itinter. Mr. John Wilson, of
J. R. Booth, Levi Young, W. H. Baldiwin, ail of Otta-
wra, and Mr. Ciantan from Newv Brunswick, anti
severai others fnom Quebec province.

Tliere is every likclilîood of one or more milîs being
established on the Fraser river la the near future by
same of these parties.

la a recent dispute over the lumber question anthIe
respective merits of the Oregon paine anti Douglas tir,
the question îîas asked, "can you tell me if any large
finan in Canada use Oregon pincV' ta whicb the
answer being givea in the negalive another question
iras asked, "lcan you tell une if aey large firuns ia the
Unitedi States use Douglas tir, paying dtiuy on il?"*
to îvhich the answer wias, Yes I severai ; the mosî
prominent bcing the Barney & Sinith Mfg. Ca.,
ot Dayton, Ohio, wîho use exclusively our tir for car
sils. After testing -every -wood in Amenica tbey finti
that is the maximum of sîrcngthà. and durability anti
the minimuxi tf weiiht. Nýow 'aCter sueh autha. rity


