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Tiis issue of the Cavana Luaueruax marks
thei mcommg of another year, and suggests a
few thoughts as to the conditivas which have
prevailed during the year which has just passed
into history.  Speaking from an international
standpoint, the past twelve months have not
witnessed that peace and harmony which is so
much to be desired by all nations.  The great
Republic to the south felt called upoa to take up
ams to defend the freedom of a helpless peaple.
Later the war cloud hovered over the European
continent, and for a tinic a conflict between the
mother country and France seemed certain.
But at the close of the year the horizon bright-
encd, and war scemis to be 2 miore remote con-
dition, for which all should be thankfal

So far a< Conada IS concerned, the year
has been a remarkable one in many respects.
After a xomewhat lengthened pesiod of depres-
ston, it has marked the retum o prosperity.
TFhere has been a substaatial improvement in the
commcrce of the country, in the develapment of
our natural rexources, and a lasge increase inthe
pumber  of industrial  ostablishmeats  to the
beitermient of the peuple in general.  The de-
velapmens of our sunex, the greater number of
huildings credted, the contemplaicd construction
of railnays, hacbhor improvements, pulp mills, all
bear cradence that we have eatesed upon a ncwn
cra of prasperits. The amount of British capital

and encox

4 are becoming known

that is finding its way to this country for invest-
ment is an indication that our natural advantages
abroad.  Following this
will come the much desired increase in popula-
tion.

The lumber trade has, in some degree, shared
in the general improvement, although probably
not in equal degree with other industries.
Peculiar circumstances affecting the export trade,
and which may not be experienced again for
years to come, have precluded the full measure
of benefit which would otherwise have come to
the trade from the improved commercia! condi-
tions. One feature, however, particularly favor-
able to lumbermen is the increasing local demand,
as a result of the establishment of a greater
number of wood-working factories and of more
extensive building operations. Ve believe that
during the past year the consumption of lumber
per capita by the population of Canada was
larger than ever before.  As our hom * consump-
tion increases, we will become les¢ dependent
upon foreign markets.

It is with gmtitude to our advertisers 2nd
readess that the publishers of this journal
announce their participation in the general busi-
ness improvement. During the year the CaxNapa
Lunpersax has been accorded a liberal support,
its circulation having been greatly extended in
foreign countries, as well as in Canada. This
we regard as a practical demonstration that our
cflorts to furnish the trade with a thoroughly
reliable and up-to-daie journal are appreciated.
Throughout the present yvear our cfforts wiill be
unceasing to improve the standard of the journal,
and to render it of greater value and assistance
to the trade.  To 2ll our readers we extend a
New Year's grecting, and trust that 1899 may
be a year of continued prosperity.

THE LUMBER TARIFF PROBLEM.

Tue December number of the monthly edition of the
Cavand LURrRERNAN hac been received, and it isremark-
able hotwe guict it is on the sabject of ske lember tanfl.—
Misnhsippi Valley Lumberman.

Cur contemporary is cvidently non-plussed at
our total indifference. \We are glad that this
same degree of indifference pervades the lumber
trade of Canada and the couutry atlarge. In
the words of a prominent lumberman, ia speak-
ing of the negotiations at Washington : ** \We
will be content if they do nothing.™ \Vhy should
we be continually worrying over a matlter after
having definitely announced aad acted upon our
policy? Free logs for free lumber has been
offered —nothing short of it will be accepted. If
the United States objects to this method of
cqualizing conditions, then the prohiviticn of the
export of lags will continue. It is not a ques-
tion to be settled by  the Dominioa of Canada,
hut by the various conflicting interests in the
United Siates.

Shoulg the cfforts o! the Joint High Commis-
s10n prove abortive, the other proviadal govern-
ments will no deubt follow the example of Qn-
tario and prohibit the expost of pulp wwod.  In-
deed, the authoritics at Quebec are now believed
to be consudening this step. By cutting off the
umber supply of the United States, and thus
wiping out their export trade to a large extent,
we will be caabicd to place a much greater guan-
tuy of lumber and pulp in forcign markets.
Public senuiment s strongly in faver of this

course being adopled even in the vvent of frae
admission of our lumber to the Unied Suty
The feeling is against the building up vipg
and paper industries in the Unitea b!alesh
means of Canadian raw material.

The Commission sitting at \\-ashmgtonh,
adjourned until January 5th.  \What has ey
offered by the representatives of the two e
tries as the basis of a reciprocity tremty js g
definitely known, yet as to the lumber duties 5,
reports are on certain points almost unanime;
The Canndian Commissioners have, it is i §
been offered several modifications of the Qs
in the shape of the removal of the duty ot
higher grades of lumber ; the reduction of &,
duty to one dollar per thousand feet; oras
ing-scale arrangement, comraencing with an
duction of 20 per ceni. and eventuating it
entire removal of the duty at the end offn
years None of these concessions will bey
cepted by the Canadian Commissioners. Egx
were they disposed to agree to a settleme:s §
the question on the lines of any of the st
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offers, there would still be found an insurmoc— F !

able obstacle in the Ontario government. iy
A. S. Hardy and his cclleagues have spokeaz
unmistakable terms.  They will permit thegg.
portation of saw-logs only in consideratioacftt
free entry into the United States of thefexc §
products ot Canada.
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VALUE OF LUMBER ASSOCIATIONS
Tue number of lumber associaticas in s
United States, and their continuation fromya:

e A e

10 year, leads to the conclusion that they kb § -

proved bencficial to their members. Not o=
are there associations representing the diferes
branches, such as the white pine, the 3=
pine, and the hardwood manufacturers, whes
sale and retail dealers, salesmen, etc., bzt e
secretaries of these various lumber assochatiszs
have also an organization of their own, the p=-
posc of which is to discuss ways and means &=

exccuting their work in the most effde )
manner. There can be no doubt that the =z

ings of these associations accomplish gocd
results—they diffuse new ideas, broaden e

minds of the mcmbers, promote sovial itz ;

course, and, in the cnd, oil the wheels of bos

ness. 3

That in Canada the movement towards crgas
zation has been so backward is not readily -
plainable. In an industry of the magniteds ¢
that of lumber, there cannot but be Guesi
which could be discussed with profit by assaz-
tiens formed to represent the different proviscs
and interests, to say nothing of the sxI
advantages.  Yetthe only lumbes manufacteres
association in existence in Canada to-dav isti

Lumbermen’s Association of Ontario, which was
revived into activity about cighteen months aze
We must not, however, overlook the Weste
Retail Lumbermen’s Association of Manioda,
of whick the manufacturers catering to that =
ket arc honomry members.  J\n associatwacss
existed in New Brunswick, but as no meaied
have been held for seme yvears, it has prodads
become extinet.

A\ social society which has invaded Lamnd
from the United States is the Hoo-How oré
composed of lumbermen and persons wcentse
with the lumber trade. Two branches baw
been established, one at Vancouver, B. (., 3




