
f310 CANADA LAW JOURNAL

wvhat; was the text, ' said the IBihop, in his wtll-kn'own Aber.
îlîdonian accent. None of thie deputatioft could answer. "Go

honte," was the reply, "and 1 will write te Mr. Blank mnd tell
hmth peach the saine sermon again next uday."
Speaking of the duty of counsel the writer referred t6 maya:

7ý After ail, the duration of speeches must bear nme relation
*to the importance and diffculties of the cases in hand, and in

tnany matters it would clearly be impossible te prement ail the

facbg and ail the arguments that; may legitimately be directed
rito thein in any given space of tixne. So long as indulgence is

jnot violated, serious complaint is not heard. As was remarked
to te writer bzy a barrister yesterday, only those who have
pondered over a case for many days, scarching out its weak-
nesses and how they cati best be met, probing into precedents
that tell one way or the other, can appreeiate the difflculty of
being brief. The fixing of an arbitrary limit to speech would
inevitably end in many a case being inadequately presented,

5ý and would incur protest £rom botit counsel and litigant."
j As was well remarkcd by Lord Justice Mathew, when speak-

ing of the waste of time by frequent repetition, " In my judg-
ment the arguments mont often repeated are the worst; the
good ones take care of themaelves."

jA fine example of the way in which brevity of language
may be combined with power of argument, and strength cf ex-
pression, is to be found iii that mnst, brilliant of many brilliant

j chapters in Macaulay 's History, in.which lie describes the trial
of the seven bisb3ps at the close of the reigti of James the
Second. The charge againat the bishope wua that a petition
which they presented te the King was a false, malicious, and
seditious libel. The youngest of the counsel for the defence
was John Somers, then unknown to faine, but later known toi
history as a great lawyer, a great judge, and a great statesman.
Re was the at to speak for the bishops, and lie only spoke for
five minutes, but that five minutes' speech establishied lis
reputation as a orator and a constitutional lawyer. We quote
front Macaulay: "The offence imputed was a false, a malicious,


