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Prior to the coming into force of the Bills of Exchange Act, 18qo, c.
33, it was well settled law that if the signature of the matter of a note was
obtained upon the representation that it was a completely difierent docu-
ment he was signing, and if he signed it without knowing it was a note he
was signing, and under the belief that he was signing something else, and
if he was not guilty of any negligence in so signing X, he would not be
liable even to a holder of the note who acquired it during its currency for
value without notice of the fraud.

Sections 29, 38 of that Act have made no change in the law, as js
shewn by the case of Lew:s v. Clay, supra, decided in 1897, since the
coming into force of the Imperial Bills of Exchange Act, which contains
exactly the same pravisions upon the subject as ss. 2g, 38 of our Act,
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