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REPORTS AND NOTES 0F CASES.

]Dominion of Ctanaba.

SUPREME COURT.

Que.] THE KING v. GOSSELIN. [April 20.

Gri,,ina l aiv-Eo)idence-Husband and wife- Gompedency of witness-
ýCommunication "-Cnstt uction of sta/ute -Privilège- -Directions hy

lega! adiiser-Pracice-Reference to Hansard débates-Method of
interp rdtaion.

Under the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act, 1893, the husband
or wife of a person charged wîth an indictable offence is flot only a com-
petent witness for or against the person accused, but may also be compelled
to testify.M S J., dissenting.

Evidence by the wife of the person accused of acts performed by her

under directions of his counsel, sent to her by the accuscd to give the
directions, is not a coinn.unication from the husband to his wife iii respect
of which the Canada Evide-nce Act forbids her to testity. MILJ.,

dissen t ing.

Per (;1ROUARD, 'J., dissenting: The communications between husband
and wile ciintemnpiated by the Canada Evidence Act, 1893, may be de
verbo, de facto or de corpore. Sexual intercourse is such a communication
and in the case under appeal neither the evidence by the accused that
blood-stains uipon his clothing were caused by having such intercourbe at a
timne whcn bis wife was unwell, nor the tcstimony of his wife iii contradiction
of such statemnent as to her condition ought to have been received.

Per M1LLis, J., dissenting: Under the provisions of the Canada
Evidence Act, 1893, and its aniendments, the husband or wife of an
accused person is conipetent as a witness on)> on bebalf of the accused and
may not give testimony on the part of the Crown.

lVCr' T.SCHFREAU, C.J.;Y The report of debates in the Hlouse of Corn-
mons are not appropriate sources of information to assist in the interpreta-
tion of language used in a statute.

Appeal disinissed with costs.
Gi/'sc-iie and E. Roy, for appellant. Cannon, K.C., for respondent.

Que.]1 ST. LAURENT Z'. MIERCIER. [April 29.

Afini,ii"1 /awt - Oie, /apping eliim---Renezia of aippi*icaioin--Re.,s/aking.

111 August, 1899, M. staked and received a grant for a placer claim
which inc;udcd part of an existing creek climi staked previously lby WV.


