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what might have been expected from a
country lilce America, but as surely must
the reaction come; inideed we have
alreacly sanie inquiries.

Minerai phosphates of ail kinds are
wanted. Ground Antwerp or fossil plias-
phate we continue to place freely, and
have still a little 60 per cent. and 38 ta
48 per cent. ta offer for forward delivery,
also sonie residue 18 ta 24 per cent.
Boulogne Coprolite ve can contract for-
ward for at 35s per ton f.o.b. at Boulogne,
guaranteed 44 per cent., anything over
guarantee ta be paid for at lte rate of
10d par unit. Weigling and samîpling
by sworn meter or shipnent. Canadian
for next year's shipnent would bring Is
4d per unit. Charleston wanted at 1321d
to 14d. Cambridge Coprolie nominally
603 pet ton net cash free on rails.
Ground we mnightsecure at 67s per toi
in buyer' bags, or 60s lier ton sellers
lending bags for Catmbs. Bedford tCopro.
lite guaranteed 50 per cent. n'e might
secure at 323 6d for Pottoi, 38S f.o.b.
Tl'hames, March ldelivery forward."

FIRES IN PUBLIC RESORTS.

'ihe terrible lasses of life occurring from
tine ta time in theattes, churches and
other public buildings, vhere people
crowd in large numbers, notably the re-
cent holocaust in the Ring Thteatre, Vien.
na, should lead ta the adoption of pre-
ventive niensures are it ba again tao late.
Various suggestions have been made in
the interests of theatrical managers,
whose thin hases attest the effect of
such disasters upon the public mind,
Doors opening outwvard, iron curtains,
pails of water, stout hose, perfectly wvork-
ing tireplug, vell-trained employes,
properly uniiformîed, seriously mninded,
and disinterested firenen are all well
enough so far as they cati be brouglt inta
play-atd a proprietor should be heavily
fined where he could not show' a fral sup.
ply of ail these articles-but wlaet then ?
Suppose a lire should take place above
the border liglhts or in the fiant draperies
without being seen, perhaps, by the " fly-

men," out Of the ranch of the water-
pressure and the so.called precautionary
measures ? Is the public familiar with
the wilderness of ropes and actes of
painted canvas suspendeda over lite stage,
and the methoi of lighing ? Sucl a tire
takes place, perhaps, and the theatregoes
the way of ail kinclling-wrood j , nobady
ta blaue," it is said, every man did his
duty," and sa on,

The automatic sprinklers " recently
adopted in many of our leadintg cotton
factories, and described in these columns
on the occasion of the opening of the

Hamilton Cotton Company aboutt a year
aga, miglt, we think, be easily adapted ta
the extinguishment of fires in theatres
and churches. The sprinklers are so con-
structed that when the temperatu'e rises
ta a certain degree, the operation begins.
The stage, where a majority of the fires
originate, caia be made absolutely safe sa
long as there is a water supply in the city.
It is perfeactly practicable, and lis been
thoroughly tested in actual fires. The
most inflammable portion of a otton
millis the "picker-rooni"- a theatre
isn't a circumstance-and in every case
the sprinkler lias put out the fire. In one
instance a most serious outbreak occurred,
but in less thai ane minute the fire n'as
put out, the damage baing less than $10.
With the co-operation of the insurance
conipanies and the aid of the press, archi-
tects might be able ta inaugurate sane
reforms of great value. But everything
abouit a theatre, in the immensely practi-
cal lite, must give wyay ta glitter and
show, and the manager who cati advertise
an attraction in the way of a two thousand-
dollar chandelier or dr-op curtain, pain ted
or embroidered bysomîe well-known, high-
priced Ssthete, takes more pride and
satisfaction unto himself than he would
in a steaxm force-punp or automnatie
sprinkler.

Patices in public buildings cannot be
avoided ai' people prevented from being
trampled upon, but whien the deatls
from fixe and suffocation run into the
hundreds but very fen people lose their
lives in the other wav. In ninety-nine
cases out of a hundred the audience will
not know of a fire wiere a sprinkler is
used, as the fire could tiot last 30 seconds
with onte in operation. Perforated pipe
is of ti purpose whatever; it dloes more
datge tian the tire. The water cannot
be turned on until there is need, and the
stage is drenched, where,perhaps, a bucket
of water is only required ; besides, the
hales get clogged, Tien there are valves,
and they are forgotten. The real value
of the sprinkler may be said ta be, first,
water is constantly in the pipes, and with
a pressure of 50 or 75 pounds from the
steamî force-pumîp, constantly kept up, it
is ready foxr inmediate action. Second,
the fire sets in operation the onie it reaches
first, a the liheat fron the fire when il
reaches 160', and in the imlajority of cases
oie will be fonnd suficient; consequently,
but little danage is done by water ; third,
a peculiar motion is given ta the water as
it escapes, not unlike a lan-sprinkler
though of many times the force, each,
covering an area of 100 square feet, and
sa dense as ta suffocate the fire at once.
They stuld be put in every part of the'

theatre, the carpenter's shop, paint-room,
scene-dock, in the roof, rigging-loft, over
every drapery, and everywhere where
there is the slightest danger from fire,
and the cost would not be half the receipts
of one well-attended performance. The
arrangement miglt with advantage be
also introduced in every manufactory,
such as are deemed by the insurance
hazardous or extra-hazardous risks.

CARRYING RATES.

There is nothing ta prevent our dry
goods merchants and others who find it
cheaper to inport goods by the Cunard
vessels and the Passumpsic and South
Eastern Railway to this City from doing
so, but it were manifestly unfair ta insist,
because the Cunards charge only 10s par
ton on certain classes of goods from Livér
pool ta Boston, a reduction allow'ed only
on goods for Canada, and clearly done at
a laos, that the Allan, the Dominion, or
the Beaver line, ta the first-naned of
which the people of Montreal and
the vhole of Canada owe so much, should
reduce their freight charges ta the sa
basis, or that they should not be at liberty
ta advance beyond the present unprofit-
able figures when circumstances may war
rant. With every available space
employed, the results of the past season
have been anything but satisfactory ta
the great Canadian steamship owners,
aven at the present figures ta Montreal.
Were the Messrs; Allan ta Withdraw' their
steamers'from Boston, where no heavy-
harbeor dues await them, the Cunards
would nothesitate fora moment ta advance
their freight quotations on shipments for
Montreal marchants ta the figures nowy
clarged by them on merchandise for
Boston and other places in the United
States. They surely are not actuated by
any particular love for the people of Can-
ada that they should fetch and carry for
them at a heavy percentage less than for
the marchants of Boston. Such apparent
anomalies will continue ta existat various
ports at different times according to the
circumstances of supply and demand, re
turn freights, complete cargoes, rivalry
competition, etc. We need only mention
the case of the Grand Trunk Raihay
Company, who, . not many months ago,
charged 2c on grain from Kingston to
this port, wýhile the sanie Company's rate
fron Chicago ta New York, including
shipment on board vessel, was only 4&c.

The railroad war which has been gain
on betweaen the trunk lines since the
middle of last June has et last come ta an
end, and the freight tariffs of June 15,
1881, are being resumed. The passenger
rates had been partially restored, so that


