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sugar refieries hera a fev years ngo; there are
now only two. Besides the loaf-stgar branch
the whole of the refinted sugar trade of this
country is indirectly affectad by titis bounty,
and directly by havitg foreign markets closed
against it, whilst foreign-mtiade sugars iare un-
ported free ; and it musc ha retembered this is
no unimportant trade, for the raw suîgar that
passed through our refineries in a yeat'eras
valued at frotn 15 ta 20 milhions sterling iot
long a.

But it may be urged that, as to tie suigar
trie, and still morce as to simaller traces, weu
can afford ta let them lerish without any greut
harm being done Io the generisl prospenlty of
tihe country. But wihat of lthe ron and bard-
ware tradel BHow shIuld ive be able ta stand
vast poputaions like those of Birmmingiat îid
Sheflheld being throvn c onur poor tates like
the Coventry iweavers were ? The iron trade
je France is protected by a bountity on exporta-
tion very similar ta that on sugar. Tie result
of this is thai tie imports of iron into France
are now smadler ibat they were' twenty-fivce
years ago, for the duty of 2l. 8s. a toit is decid-
edly more prohibitory lu 1877 than tlait of 91. a
toi was in 1852. lit 1874 tie ;alue of cetlery
exporteri froi France was 114,4941., while that
imported was only 12,8191., and avei it Birming-
bam itself French competition is beginntîing ta be
muach felt.

But it is in Beigium ie have the inost dan-
gercis competition, for lite Belgians have al-
ready got the monoplcîy of many sorts of
wrought iroi. Not five pet cent. or the rolied

joints now s t aiuch used in buildings, are of
Englisi Mate. As a rule Belgian iron of all
sorts can be delivered, in London about 25s. a
toin clieaer than Siaffordshire iront. This is
partly te b accounted for by the- fact tliat
treight by sea frot Atiwerp or Brussels te Lon-
don is only 6s. a ton, viereas by rail fromn Stif-
fordshire te London the cosi would b 153., aend
also bectase the Belgiait Governmuîent have the
contral of tieir cwin railvays, and considerit
good policy to assist in every way the export
trade of tie cotttry. :Besides all this it must
be admitted that thre Belgianes do excel us in
seme sorts of iron tniauteture, but if tbat is s
in seme few sorts, there are many ioers in
which we excel them, and if ie continue to b
debarred from finding' a nmarlctuarad-foi'aur
iron,'wiile we admit theirs tere frac, it tausi tl ti-
mateiy ruin our iroit tiade,'and lie effects of
such a disaster are frighiful te thinl of.

It would really be difficult ta point to a trade
lot affoecd by oulr uresent system, and it wvould

be tha grettest folly ta iait until eaci trade
is ned separitely before ire interfere. Eve i
in sucb a national Irade as cloth the snall end
of tihe wedge has been inserted, and Frenich
bouses that used to only send over a traveller
occasionailly,. noîw have large waîrehtouses in
London. Even in cotton manufacties wve have
bad ilarming indications óf ruinous American
competitiont, and thie coton trade would have
suffered more iad it not been especially talien
care ai in the French Troey of 1860, wnhere, as
lin laie Lord Derby trul3ý said, ' very good cure
bas been taken of the cottont m)anuituitltras ; butt
whiate is the case with, linens? whit is the case
with silks ? The: time is coming ivien, clatit
and cation wil b affected as mtch as oilter
traides. Ara we prepared to have lie poputila-
tions of Bradford and lanchester thrown ait
be poor rates also ?
But leaving lite question of iijury ta these

trades, ehiicl tic perstoni who inquires ino lte
subject cen deuy, let us sec whtlietr tihe iera
consumer really ainas as-ie is supposed to do
by inresticted limports. No doubt he dces'
gain for the time being, but te teniporary advan-
tage will be dearly bought'at lte cost of the
rai of lis home manuttisctuires, for then lie will
be at the mercy of foreignerst and nay by-and-
by bave ta pay very dearly for his fotlly. The
loaf-sugar trade bas hee ruinëd. Sugar for a
tieme wras cheap. -Thon caie te failure in lte
French beet-root crop, sugar weivt up in price,
and. the Frencb who now bave a monopoly,
will take very good cars it nev goes back tu
is ftrmer price. . n .

It1 nitst ba rememb-ered tisat tisis not only a

question affectiîg the Frenci Trety': AmneriuIa
treats us far ivorse than France does. None
of Our, nanuftctures arc taxed less than 20 per
cent. there, and in same thetariff goes nearly
to) 100 per cent. To take a single instance . the
duty on carpets is 50 per cent. for Axminsteir,
and over 60 per cent. for Wilton. Is- it fair to
import tieir nanutactures lierefrec? If there
were the sligitest chance of shaming lie into .
a different policy, tiere maiglit be saine reason
for continuing this one-sided trailic but there is
not; they will never concede us better termes,
Inless we bave something to oflLi themn i
exciange. They' mtust be msade to sec that wLe
are determined te obtaia reciprocity aven at
the cost of a return to inport dties. Let us
hope that future Obacellors of the Exciequer
will hava the strengtlt of inind that Sir Stafford
Northcote does net give then credit for, and be
able to remove suA duties whan ltey have
secured their object. Their temuporary impusi-
tion cannot b .accused of baing a , war of
taritis '. We should under. no circumstices.
increase the tax on French wines in retaliation
fer their taxing our manufactures, but we should
pet a smaIl tax on their lanutifettres, suilicieit
to give titent atn inducemuent to lower their
tari an our removing it.

Admitting that untrestricted trade would be
tihe greatest boon the world could attain, our
presentsysten is only carrying tus farther away
fron it every year. We bave jumped toc far
and must retrace ourt steps. Ta attain reaI
free trade you ttimst go through a stage we
have muisse, Ibat of--eeciprocity.

At present our policy is net even consistent.
We admit luxuries-such as silks, kid gloves
wcatches, &c.-free, but .we beavily tax ta and
coffea, which arc limost necessaries of life to
the poor. By tlieaabolition of many other in-
port duties ie have not ouly deprived ourselves
of t fair source of revenue but atre causing the
ruin or our maînutfactttring' trades. Tie hasty
renoval ot those dttes, thongit mi rayi have
benelited tite consumer for the present, vill
ultinately be injurious to lim, and must end
it increase of direct taxation; and je inide-spread
distress amsong the working classes.

C. liAtLFOItD TtuoMt'sO

FIRE RECORD.

Kimgstoi, April 1.-Bowdens Machiiery
lall, danaged. Loss $150 ; covered by insu-
rance ; cause, incenditirism,.

Toronte, April .- Btilding ownd by a rMrs.
Ellvood, and occupied as a dry goods store tnd
d.vellig by Irs. Brock, diaaged. Loss on
building t100, on contents 53650.

Yankerit)arc 30.-Store owned by lenry
Dear, and occupied by Backtus an:d Drtury, tin-
smnith s, damuaged. Loss ot builditmg covered by-
jtsurance.

Gaspe Baisin, Mitach 30.-A ncv otei, belong-
itg te Geo. Stracker, witis contents destroy-
cd.

Kingston, March li.-Saddlery sIop belong-
g to 1r. Roy, destroyed. Insuratce, Royali

S2,500.
Belleville, April 2.-Shed in rcar Of lyean's

fur store destroyed and stablei djoititg damtag-
ed. Loss covered by insuranttce.

Rochesterville, Nlarch 28.-Brewery belonging,
ta Wni. Rochester destr:oyd. Loss $2,000
insa,însce $1,200.

Hul, March 28.-Pesidence of D. Goi des-
trcoyd. Loss S800.

East Temtpleton, aittrch 2S.-Stables and tivo
horses belonaging te Mr. Strahraînd destroyed.

Moutnt Forest, March 29.-Buildm g owned by
Jas. Scott, occupied by Jîto. Knowles is t
furniture store; and building owned by J. Me-
Mullen and occupied by J. Sheppard as t gene-
ral store, destroyed. A greaier part of tha con-
tents were saved but wire damaged by rentova].
1Insurauce.--Sheppard, in tlie Ierantile, $2,000;
MiMullen in the Royall, S,000; Knowles, it,
the Western and Waterloo Nuttal, 5400.

Owen Sound, March o.-Steamer "Silver-
spray," iwhici was being fitted up to takle ber
former rouie, tolally destroyed. Insuratice,
$5,000. - -

lontreal, larch 30.-Store of Lavigne & Re-
naud, and residence of %r. Lavigite, considere-
bly daiaged. Insured.

Liake Optinion, Mai' 20.-Saw' and shingle
mills ithi all the maciniiery, belongiig ta
Poole Bras., destroyed. Loss 3,000 ; ttc insu-
rance.

Floriceeville, N. B. March 31-IIuse own-
cd and o tecuied by Johun liunillon destroyed.

Daritmoutl, March 30.-Stable owned by
Edward TufM2 destroycd.

Montreal, March 30.-reiies occupied tes
a lat factory by Jos. Cedres ltmaîged. Luss
light

oulreail, Marcl 3 0 .- H1y and rain loft,
te contents of whici belonitgd to . Nornian-

din, destryed.
Si. David, Dauberivierre, March 30.-Faru

buiidinîg, and live stock belonging to Mr.
Carrier destroyed.

TBF SUGAR DUTIES.
To the Editor of lie Journal of Commerce.

Sum,-Miy attention bas just been directed to
anl article on tae sugar duties int yotur issue ai'
the 8th inshtut. Permit mte to miice te faw
reiarls it .

. 'i The Canadian sugar laties have oper-
aled to prevent lie importation of grocery
Stîgars."

Tis is a mistake. The houseiold cot-
sumerat prefers ''refined." ''lThe > grocery stugar"
referred to by the writer is cthe "l vacuimn
pae sugars whici tire itow Iar'gely exported
front tae sugr colonies." It cannot b
brotugit iera to compete iih the .yellow
rtefiied," lite greater part of' whichi is ubject ta
lc per lb. specitie duty, .whereais miisch of lthe
I vacttumnt pant " sttgar frou, the sugair colonies
woultd nt pay more lthas c.

These sugars are intjtured by tlie voyage,
tieir bloom beingl destroyed, atnd the greater
part of thent are no' used 1'by the refiuers in
Great Brilciti.

This is the ciass of sugar which is ofrin
made -purposely of% a very low colour, or is
artificialliy coloured in orerI tt he introduced
into the United States at t low rate of dnuy,
for relining.

2 . "Naów il Must be borne in mind that
svhein tli sugar dulties vere adjusted in 1868

tite intention of the Goverinenit was ta eti-
courage the industry in question, etc."

The writer seems to assumîne that the differ-
ence betw'een c charged ai stgar untder No. 9
tand l. on all sutgars above tIhat standard iras
"an encouragement" ta the refining industry.
Ths British Tarif' never made a diil'erence of
less than 1 ta ý betwreen the lowest and
itiglhest specific duty an sugar. That was in-
tended to be a f 'aourade" tarif; but here a
difference of 1 te Iý is supposed te encourage

tise industry in question."
Tie writer overlooks tie fact that a pound of

sutgar "untder No. 9" cannot hi' any process
be converted into a poutnd of refined sugar.

The difjerenae in l/c apeciic duty is noJprolec-
tion,

The writer furtiter secems t aseumie that lie
refiers used on'ly suigar paying îc. specific
d uty, wiereats the greater part of the sugar
tley utsed paid tlie higher rtte ; and weiien thtey
produced stove-dried stgar in Canada, by far
the larger liart of' the sugar they consumed

ttst have paid tue Iigher rate.
3. "It is tdmitted tItat the iiited States

have abantdoned itheir excessive bounties, etc."
lit calculiati:g t diait back- the mautuxitutmit> of

retined sugar tieat can bc extracted fron the
raw stgar siotuld govern the result. If the
drawbakla ba moe you mtke it att abject for
refiniers te iork specially fer export in order te
ge att undue advantage'of the revenue.

In establishing dattes a. reasonable margim
may be allowed even froni a firee trade point
of view, ta ilie reimer, vito bas tore'ulate lus
production accordiîug to tie demands of lis
customers. .

The United States- Congress has now a Ttrifr


