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HISTORY OF PAYMENT BY RESULTS IN HIGH SCHOOLS,

As considerable misapprehension appears to exist in regard to
the introduction of the new principle of ‘‘ Payment by Results " into
our school law, we propose to refer to the subject in this article.

The principle of ‘‘ Payment by Results,” as it is technically
termed, has long been applied to the English Elementary Schools,
and it has within the last year or two been recommended by the
Royal Irish Commission of Inquiry for introduction into the 8chools
of the Irish National Board.

In 1865, when the amended Grammar School Act was passed, the
Education Department for this Province had the matter under con-
sideration. The subject was discussed at the time, and enquiries
made into the working of the system. The want of an additional
Inspector for the Grammar Schools was, however, felt to be an
obstacle to its introduction at that time, apart from the inferior
character of very many of the Grammar Schools which then existed.

An important step was, however, taken at that time; and the
principle of payment according to the ‘‘ average attendance of
pupils ” was then first applied to Grammar Schools. This change
was thus explained in the mnemorandum which was published with
the new Act in 1865 :—

¢ The Tth Section of the new Grammar School Act is intended to
remove a gross anomaly in the present system of apportioning the
Grammar School Fund—a relic of the old law of 1806-8—which gave
to the Senior County Grammar School sore than to the junior schools
unless the average daily attendance should fall below 10 pupils—
although every one of these schools may have been vastly superior
to the senior school of the county. This section of the new Act re-
duces the system of apportioning the Grammar School Fund to a
simple and equitable principle of aiding each school according to its
work. The application of this principle to the Common Schools in
the rural sections has given them a much greater impulse forward
than the old mode of apportionment on the basis of school popula-
on, or length of time during which they might have been kept

open, whether the work was done or not. It has also induced the

trustees to keep the school open one or two months longer in the
| year than formerly. Then, as to the basis of apportionment itself,
' the subjects of teaching in a Grammar School were designed to
i differ from those in a Common School. Grammar Schools are in-
i tended to be intermediate between Common Schools and Uni-
versities. The Common School law amply provides for giving the
best kind of a superior English education in Central Schools, in the

cities, towns, and villages, with primary ward schools as feeders

(a8 in Hamilton) ; while to allow Grammar Schools to do Common
School work is a misapplication of Grammar School Funds to Com-
mon School purposes ; Common Schools are already adequately
provided for. By the law of 1807, and subsequently, the number
of classical pupils was tixed at 20, and afterwards at 10. In our
regulations we take the latter number.”

Under these circumstances it was felt to be undesirable at that
time to make any further change in the mode of apportioning
'] money to the High Schools. The subject of ‘“ Payment by Results”
was, however, not lost sight of ; but on the visit in that same year
(1866) of Revd. Mr. Fraser (now Bishop of Manchester)—one of
the Royal Commissioners to enquire into the State of Education in
the United States and Canada—the matter was discussed with
him.  The Chief Superintendent also that year referred the ques-
tion to the then Inspector of Grammar Schools, (Rev. G. P.
Young,) who thus reported upon it (in his annual report) to the
Chief Superintendent, for 1866 :—

¢“ T have come to the conclusion, after having devoted much
thought to the subject, that, until educational results are combined
with attendance as the basis of apportionment, it will be impossible
to devise any scheme of distribution, that shall not be open to
grave objections, More than a year ago, you asked me to consider
whether results might not in some way be reached with sufficient
accuracy to be taken into account, to a certain extent, in deciding
the grants to be made to the several schools. I stated to you my
conviction that it could not be done, with the present provision for
the inspection of Grammar Schools. But I feel no doubt that,
if the Provincial Legislature were willing to make an additional
annual grant of one thousand or eleven hundred pounds for Gram-
mar School inspection, or if such a sum could properly be deducted
from the Grammar School Fund, a system of inspection could be
organized, that would make the blood flow in & new style through
every limb of the Grammar School body, from Windsor to L’Ori-
gnal, and from Owen Sound to Port Rowan, and which, at the
| same time, while leaving several perplexing questions to be settled
on their own merits, would render a just and right apportionment
of the Grammar School Fund possible.”

At length, having secured the appointment of two Inspectors of
Grammar Schools, the Chief Superintendent in a Section of the
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