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from the past in the speculalions and the experience of those that
have gone before us, much also remains to be disoovered-more
remains to be wisely and efficiently applied. I believe that a per-
fot system of training never will be diseovered until a perfect philo-
sophy of mind shall have been evolve4. We must understand the
laws of that wonderfully complex being, who is to be trained to the
doctrine of his full and gloripus development, ere we shall be pre-
pared to present rules, for tt 4levlopment in perfection. The
labours of this Asse(ston w!! be valuable just in proportion as we
corne in the capei o earners. If we come imagining that we
have discovere e last secret of teaching, full of the vain-glorious
thought thar un has been give> to qteç thelIast worde on this
subject, t en noeive that tikatrimiUl be 1-kely to be veri'ed
in our a 4pride goeth before a fall. If there is one subject
in the deliberations of men should bo cautiou, the character
of;%h r, oIves and the spirit of their inquiries free from dogma-
tism,iV is the subject of education. Cotomporaneous with. this
time of neeting, there is another great congress assembled, weil
entitled to the consideration of civilized man all over the globe. I
I speak of those repreaentatiyeo ,of industry-of those productive
arts which are the arts 'o peace-that are now gathered in the
commercial emporium of-Europe. The Temple of Janus is once
more elosed ; the clamor of arms-at least for a short time-has
ceao4d ; &td we are permitted'to oonduct.oîr peaceful deliberations
in-the midat _ofa world at.peace. I trust that the connection
b"iiren iducaioaad~the arts of peace will become more apparent,
and that the great truth wliich i illustrated by all past experience,
vigf h reognsed by every parent and every tescher-that educa-
tia is naturally.alliedto peace, and that war is the foe to mental
Ipspwment, id uth.4>4 mnd thia young alike. What we want, then,
my Moeds, in this day ofindustrial and scientitie congresses,,is to
erem t, closer andt oloset, the bands *hich bind uts, of oducation, to
solewe onthe ene hand, nd te the arts of peace on theu other, We
sbould show hàt the scho6thouWe i. the proper avenue to improve-
ment In all the industrial arts, and that through whieh thé young
aspirant must pass, if he would beeome a discoverer of the truths
of soeaé. Ad how mùeh migbt be done to kindle, in the minds
ofr pppls, a love, for truth-ê love d large, - no rieh, so -pure, that
whe Itist popil goes forth into the atena of life, he May. go as a
le.'nerof tuth, th ough all of thatlife Whieh Providenoe assigne
hiii tothit, rfiaed with an unfailing love for truth, ho may learn
môre of it than-as beeaa given to éthers before .him to know ;no
that he-uay gife to the'wrld4 "iOrnenéw tvth, or .Clothe- some old
ose In laaguae &*aimagøy so neW and captivating, that the world
wilf not-,iitoigly lot it iè . We utand her, then, tu-day, my
frebdaI nat may be 'considered a great nmoral and social
eentr. We plant ourselves here, and instal ourselves in the full
pe"Miadlof oR re*ýonslilities and privileges as an Assoeiation,
thaï * may pràclain té the w.ortd the eatholie charaeter of the
aiepleeg under'whièh' we live--eatholio, net merely in regard to
tertory, hr o fivil and politicai relations, but in regard to principles
-- in regard to systetnu-4n regard to institutions- inregard te mn.
Thih iu áb Amereoan Association for the advancement of Education;
for thée advaneeneent, permit tme to say, of universal -education;
edoeaoui lia ail k stages, from the humblest rudiments to the high-
est ettsidgnentaa th. humbleet seminary, oalled by the name
ofthe'D(trict Sehool, to the ga-test of our universities and coleges.
W. kno* her* o'privileged lasses-we know here no prescribed
systeM or insttutions. We would give to every principle whieh
appeas tupon theW g t àtae e of education, a fuil and impartial hear-
ie W. wouti judge evety systerd by its fruits, and as those
frtiit. bàv. aþprovÏd tiemielves to the enlightened judgment of
mankind, bhould'we siy it muît stand or fall. It is a mistake te
saippose that ti is Aasocliaion eontemplates moreiy what is called
pdpier 48eeateon, by tut magniifeent system of publie instruetion
wbieh li fbsterd y thi Btte. The education whioh we desire to
proabte, (u teih edu a'tiô« whaiIh lays its deep foundation in the
famàOy, whih ls carried tbrward in the common schoni and in the
college. The only basis is a basis broad enough and large enough
todnmpréhend every institution whieh has reoeived the approbation
of maikind. -W. meet'to proolaim the progressive spirit of the
age. Wh1% oe yen sitting, my frierds ? Where am I standing?
Where, îfty yeare before this time, no friead of human rights, no
fried of eoducation, addressed the large assembly. We are met
bore, to-day, where, only ffty years ago, there was almost a path

less wilderness; where the Inadian canoc and the Indian wigwam,
orte solitary but of the trapper, were the only objecta which beto-
kened the presence of man. Where are we now ? Upon the bor-
ders of a State which did not thon contain forty thousand people,
but which has now two millions of souls. We are now in this
beautiful city-this City of cits-with its twice tn thousand souls.
Thon, ho who stood in Cleveland f1elt himself upon the furthest-
the utmost borders of western civiliËation. And now, where is the
man who can put his finger upon the map, and iadicate the extreme
western line which has been reached, orsha obe reached, in our
progressive marchi? How wonderful the progdesa duing these few
brief yearu ! We hve come bere with this institq$on, that we
may proclaim that those whofounded it, founded itald hearts beat-
ing high and warm with the spirit of progress. But lrrinit me to
remind vou, further, that we stand here, as on an appropriMe spot,
to vindicate our interest alsa in the cause of conservatism. at
is this beautiful town? What this mighty commonwealth, this'reat
republie, or this confederation of repubiesl? Is it the creation of
the last few years? ls it a creation that started into being by its
owniat, or ha@ it comP down to us as a precious legacy from the
past ? Does it appear from history that the United States is a coun-
try without an origin, a child without parents ? There is no civiliza-
tion of that kind-there are ne blessings of that kind. There is
nonation, kindred, or people that een lift up their heads te chigh
heaven, and proclaim their independence of the men and the nations
that went before them. They may rather say, with all humilityand
with all pride,. thtlbey pro wbat the pastef 1 woir4 has made
them. We boast the energies of the people among whom we lhve.
We can trace them back to our sires, and to our fatherIands. Our
pledge, our security for the'glorious future, which we trust is open-
ing before us, is, that we,.prung froa distinguish4 aneestry, and
that our limba are strong with the moral political strength that has
been breathed into us from generation te generation.-We--come
not ignoring the past, and contemning the labors of thoe w*ho have
gone before us in the work of oducation. When I look to Greece
and Rome, and sce what. was taight in their Schools--what the
masterpieces that emanated fron the hands of- their poets and
orators, their sculptors and architects, their historians and philoso-
phers-I cannot think that those schools were without merit, or that
it becomes us to think or speak of them with disrespect. Be it ours
rather te combine the results boqueathed te us by our predecessors
with improvements which shall demonstrate that we ire entitled
to be named aud remémbeied as their flot unworthy sons and heira.
The time s at band when the records of the future wiXl be amade
up-when the annals of those years that may succeed our present
meeting will be registered. How will those annals appear au
regards this Association? What shall be Faid, at the distance
of ton, twenty, or thirty years of the promises and pretensions of
thit infant Association? i4al its hiatorythea wa4*wr4teuever it»
tomb, or shall it be written upon a column, high and bright.,standing
with its hoad towards heaven,. proclaiming that it still lves to serve
and bless the world 1 Whether this proid destiny shal attend, it
lies henceforth with your; with those Who have forwrded and come
here to instal this Associatio.;. with those .who shah leadm it on
through its infant years; with the frienda of education. throughout
the country ; with the professors and the presidents of our colleges ;
with the men, good and true, who have devoted their lives, through
twonty and thirty years, to the cause of education. These are tire
men whom we wish to meet ore. And -if they; comi ont to our
help, we will lay, in the day of our failure-if that day arrive-W*
wiU then lay the reproach of that failure at their door. With
regard to those that are here, much will depend upon,the dignity,
the ealmness, and the earnestness with which they deliberate. We
can never confer too much, but we may resolve unwisely. W.
may act hastily ; we may not recognize that propenaity- of the
Arerican mind which violates that homely proverb, ",Be sure you
are right, and tien go ahead." . An infirmity of the Anerican
eharac er is to go ahead first, and then flind out you are wrong. It
bas been the iPfrmity cf the associations for the promotion of, edu-
cation. They have been formed without nunibers; without Aum.
bers they have lingered out a short and fitful life, and bave then
expired. Illin fuit-(Troy was). They were legun with great
promises-they were miserable in their performance. la this to be
the hiatory of this Association? I trust in God not. I should be.
sorry to have assisted in giving birth toq auch an institution. If we,
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