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the Canada Company's prize of 100 dollars; and it was in this distr ic

that the prize wheat exhibited nt the Crystal Palace in England was

grown. There are often from 50 to 150 acres of wheat on one farm in

this section. The great inducement to sow wheat has hitherto caused

many farmers to trespass too much, perhaps, upon the properties of the

soil required for this crop ; but if Mr. Caird were this year to visit this

part of the country, and view it (not from a railway car window) he

would find more extensive fields of his fa\ ourite crop, and likely to pay a

higher acreable profit than the Illinois prairie land, because the prices

in Canada are almost double those of Central Illinois, where the corn is

of a coarser description. This perseverance in the growth of wheat is

an evil that time will remedy ; especially as the growth of other grain,

and also sheep and dairy farming, are more certainly remunerating.

Another extract from page,2S gives a remarkable instance of misguided

judgment and grievous misrepresentation, the first clause, however, of

the extract being perfectly true.

Mr. Caird says, " a light sandy loam of good quality, only half cleared,

is still valued at from £7 to £S an acre, (sterling no doubt, as all his

pounds are sterling throughout the pamphlet.) It is this comparatively

high price of land in addition to the cost of clearing off the timber, that

forces the emigrant westwards to a country where better soil with equal

facilities of transport, can be bought for less than the mere cost of clear-

ing this of its timber."

Taking the word ''westwards" to mean Central Illinois, which seems

to be the summit of Mr. Caird's American predilections, it may be most

safely asserted that the soil there is not better, that the facilities of trans-

port are not equal, and that even supposing land in Illinois could be

bought for less than the mere cost of clearing in Canada, (say £3 lOs.

sterling per acre,) Mr. Caird has omitted to state the value of the timber

cleared off. He will be surprised to be told that many pine trees on these

very farms are and were worth from 6s. to 15s. each. It it not unusual

for one tree to produce five saw-logs of twelve feet long each, worth 48.

to 5s. sterling, each log. The timber alone, of well-grown cedar swampg
in all the settled districts of Canada West, is worth £4 to £5 per acre,

on the spot ; and even if the hard wood is all burnt to ashes, the ashes

of three acres will, with very little outlay of capital or labour, produce a
barrel of potash worth £6 sterling. T le value of the timber on our wild

lands in good situations, where saw-mills, or rivers to float saw-logs, are

accessible, is very considerable. Our forests, instead of being a bugbear

to the intelligent emigrant, are a very great source of wealth, and enable

him to pay for his land, and erect the required buildings, and supply

fence rails, and fuel, sugar, &c., which the settler on the prairie has to

purchase, and sometimes at very high rates. That the soil is not better

in Illinois than in Canada West can be easily proved. Which gives the

largest crops of wheat per acre of the best quality ? Decidedly Canada
West. The probable average of Illinois is stated by Mr. Caird, at pages


