
k SUBALTERN 8 FURLOUOM. 217

we attended in the afternoon, the pews were originally

sold at 280 each, and the annual tax was 19 dollars and
60 cents, or 4/. sterling, the organist and leader of the
orchestra alone receiving small salaries, in addition to the
minister. The floor of this church was on an inclined

plane, so that each pew was more elevated than the one in

front, the pulpit being under the organ-loft at the lower
end of the building. After service, we visited the Sun-
day school on the ground-ftoor under the church, where,
from the minister having made frequent allusions to
" Samuel James Mills, the Founder of Sabbath Schools,"

we expected to see one of a superior order, but were dis-

appointed. There seemed great room for improvement.
The school consisted of about 180 boys, and a voluntary
teacher to each class of six or eight boys. Before we
4pparted, the superintendant (an Editor ofa Newspaper)
requested us to address the children, but appeared satisfied

with an answer, that " our qualifications were not in that

line." For my own part, I was rather at a loss to com-
prehend his meaning, until he rose and delivered a long
extempore prayer for the prosperity of the school.

The State of New-York has a permanent school-fund,

of the enormous amount of a million and a halfof dollars,

which originally arose from the sale of land
; and the pro-

ceeds, being laid out to interest, in time accumulated to so

large a sum that the annual distribution is now 120,000
dollars, and as much more is raised in the State by contri-

butions
; so that nearly a quarter of a million is yearly

expended by this one State in promoting knowledge
amonffst the people, very few of wnom have not received

a useful education. Connecticut is the only State in the

Union which possesses the same powerful means: its fund
arose from a vague charter granted by the King of Eng-
land, soon after the establishment of the American colo-

nies, to Lord Say and Sele and Lord Brook in 1631, by
which the State of Connecticut was bounded, east by the

Naraganset River, south by Long Island Sound, north by
Massachusetts, and extended west to the Pacific Ocean.

By this document it claimed the right of extending iti

rule over tracts ofland which were unexplored at the time
the charter was granted, and which included a consider-
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