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contract. I presume it was advertised

In the same way as the Lefebvre
bridge, by putting up notice In the

chief commissioner's offlte.

A DISCOVERY THJW COST MONEY.
The euptrs'tracture of the Mill Cove

bridge Is mentioned above. But there-

by hangs another tale. This bridge

was put up to tender. The lowest offei-

for the whole structure was 16.600. The
plan then was to clear away the old

ciibs anil put in a long steel tn^srlle.

The contract wa.s, however, divided

iiito two and let at |6,737, an advance
of $137 above the lowfcet ttnder. But
tefcre the work began the gov-
ernment discovered that the cribs were
tilled with stone and could be used
again. Here was a chance to save
money. So the contracts were can-

celled and new ones made to utilize

the foundation. The result of this pieee

of eoonomy may be learned from the
public accounts. The bridge -Ahtn

comi^eted cost tho province $7,630.76.

The happy discovery of material se^ije

to have cost the i.rovlncfi $952.

ANOTHER SAMPLE.
A contract for suj erstruoiure was

let in North imberland county. The
favorite tenderer was eo fortunate as

to bid lower than the competitors.

But he was not allowed to suffer. If

he bid low, ho also built low. The
liors are said to be several feet lower
than the contract requlrec^ Other
coaitractors. bid for the work as speci-

fied. They could net ccnipete with
a man who built as he liked.

THE HOLLOW NOT FILLED.
Iji Queens county tenders were

aske'd for a wooden bridge and ap-
proaches. The 8peelflcatlon.s \ven<

exact as to the length and heig'ht oC

tt>e embankment from the end of the

br1ds:e to a nolg'hboring hill. The em-
bankment was thought to reDresont
about half the cost nf the work. The
Ppurc« of the favorite were so low
that the other tenderem were Rur-

priso'd . They were not i*urrrised

when they saw how the work was
dune. TTie hollow was not filled at

all, bat the road dropped down to the

old level and then climbed til*c! hill

atr.tln. 11' the local men had b*»en al-

lowed to tender on the job a.s it was
done they would has-e made much
lower uifpirs tihan the one ae(ei)ti'd.

Thope are a few of many in-Htanrey.

THEN THE EXTRA F.

Then MV". BmmeTSoin'.s (ontractore

come in sitrong on extraa. Here are
some. Tlia following table gives con-
tract prices and the sums actually
paid in the case of a number of

bridges. Particulars in each case can
be furnisihed if necessary:
Oontraot price. Amount paid.

$1,9?5 $2,456

1,130 1,447

1,375 1,563

420 587

1,450 2,?93

»,^00 4,440

759 908

1,490 1,981

475 533

250 312

449 672 «

770 822

1,46'> 2,633

would thus appear that the two
three price system which ia the

in steel bridges Is applied as far

possible in substructure and in

smaJl bridge eomitraots. When it is

oansldai'«d that the department of

public works i« expending from $250,-

OOO to $300,000 a year it will be seen
that thO'Uffh the present system may
be good for contractors it is bad for

the taxpayers.
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NOVA SCOTIA BRI DGES.

The) Are Good for One Hundred Years or

More if Looked After.

HALIFAX. Jani»ary 28.—Your cor-
respondent Ma>v Premier Murray,
Ohlof Commissioner Church and Pro-
vincial P^ngineer Murphy in respect
to Mr. Emniersjn's r.tataments dis-

paraging thii \ova Scotia bridges.

Premier Murray said: "You can well
understand why I do not wish to say
anything iuyt now on the bridges of

Nova Scotii, nor Jo I propose to do
po. Wihen the question Is made an
issue In this province \e will discuss
it fully."

Mr. Church said pi-actically the
same thing ilioj^h lees forcibly.

Provincial Engineer Mu.-phy laugh-
ed Ironic-allv >vhen I referred to Mr.
EniiiorRon'a stateimemt about the

i-liort life of Vowi Scotia Iron brldg'es.

"T. don't eare 'o say vnything about
Now TJrunswlck brldgvw, nor to com-
p.aro then; with ours, but you may
quote me nfl jwylng that Nova Sco-
tia's hri IfT'^s are ,rood for one hundred
yeni-s an 1 more if looke^l after. Our
wooidon bridges wdll live twenity-flve

years. I don't Kno-w pensonally much


