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and social organization, as well their political in-

fluence and power, he believes to be but imperfectly

known or understood in this country ; much less

the complex nature of their laws— their uncertain

influence, with the slender protection that they

afford to either property or human life.

The experience acquired by a considerable sojourn

in the country, improved by observation and inquiry,

has enabled the author to cast some additional

light upon these matters,—to explain more fully

the peculiar working of the Government and insti-

tutions of the country, and to present the citizens

of these States to the British public, not, perhaps,

in the outward clothing in which they would them-

selves wish to be represented, but in that plain and

intelligible garb, that a scrupulous adherence to

truth and fact, and a regard for strict impartiality,

has demanded at his hands.
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