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have been more forcibly struck by any scenery,

than that which I beheld from this bastion ; so

well were town and country, castles and conventi^

land and water, hill and valley combined.

Having spent some hours in wandering through

the city, I endeavoured to make my way into the

forts, and to examine the state of the works.

But in both of these attempts I was interrupted.

Without an order from the Governor, I was in-

formed, that none even of the natives are per-

mitted to enter the Moro, and all applications

on the part of foreigners are uniformly refused.

There was a degree of jealousy in this, as need-

less as it was illiberal ; but indeed the whole con-

duct of the Spanish authorities gave proof of

their reluctance to admit their old allies, even to

the common rites of hospitality. From the mo-

ment we entered the harbour the militia of the

island were called out, many of the guns which

commanded our shipping were shotted, and artil-

lerymen with lighted fuzes stood constantly be-

side them. An order was Hkewise issued, prohibit-

ing more than two persons to land at the same

time from each vessel, and many other precautions

were taken, little complimentary to the good faith

of those, to whom Spain must feel that she owes

her very existence. In spite of these drawbacks,

however, I contrived to spend a week ii\ this city


