
APPENDIX.
PalTy, 2d April, 1782.

" I IIAVF received the letter your Excellency did mi the honor of

writing to nic, relating to MelFrs. Agncw, lather and fbn, and Capt. Parker,

Engliltuncn prifoncrs, taken in America, and brought to France.— I know
nothing of thofe perfons, or of the circumliances that might induce the

Delegates of Virginia to dciire their detention, no account of them from

that State being come to my hands, nor have I received any orders or in-

ftrudions from the Congrefs concerning them. 1 therefore cannot pro-

perly make any oppofition to their being permitted to relide at Caen on

their parole of honor, or to their being exchanged in purfuance of the cartel,

as his Majefty in his wifdom ihall think proper. I am, fir. Sec.

" Signed, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

" From this Letter we readily concluded that every obftacle was re-

moved ; and in confequcnce the Duke of Harcourt wrote to M. de Caftries

requeuing our exchange, that we might, as Britifli oilicers, benefit ourfelvcs

of the cartel ertabliflied between the two nations for that exprefs purpofe.

" The Duke hns fhewn me the anfwcr of M. dc Caftries to this laft:

letter, and from which it appears determined to keep us in France. He
tells him, " Qu'il ne lui eft pas poflible d'y condefcendre, parceque M. dc
" la Luzerne a mande a M. dc Rochambault que Ic Congres dcfiroit qu'ils

" ne fuftent pas echangcs, comme ttant dcs Torries dangereux dans le Sud,

" 6u ils fervoient trop bien Icur Patrie."

" Such is our (ituation at prefent, my dear Colonel ; nor have wc a hope

of relief, but in our country, and your kind endeavours; if we are not de-

manded, here we remain during the war ! Heavens ! what a fucceilion of

melancholy viciflitudes ! I have an aged parent at New York, who, totally

dependant on the endeavours of her huiband and an only fon, perhaps,

from a genteel afiluence, at this moment is reduced to want ! Oh God !

what do I fay ? perhaps flic is no more ! Such are the misfortunes at-

tendant on civil war ; and fliall we, my dear Colonel, w ho have facrinced

all but a natural and unalienable allegiance, fhall we not find friends who
dare reclaim us? who dare iifift on our exchange? For what is there a

cartel between the two nations ? Arc we not Britifli officers ? Are we not

French prifoncrs ? I ever apprehended that the meancft fcrvant w as en-

titled to the protedion of the ftate he ferved ; and ftiall France, at the

inftancc


