
5oS 'AKSON*s VOYAGE
of fowls and ducks being brought for the Ihip's (lore,

«he greateft part of them prefently died : this fpread

a general alarm on board, it being apprehended thac

they had been killed by poifon : but on etaminatioa

it appeared, that it was only owing to their being

crammed with ftones and gravel to increafe their

weight ; the quantity thus forced into n;oft of the

ducks being found to amount to ten ounces in each:

The hogs too, which were bought ready killed of the

Chineie butchers, had water inj Lifted into tiiem for the

lame purpofe «, fo that a carcafe, hung up all night

that the water might drain from it, had loll above

a ftone of its weight. And when, to avoid this

cheat, the hogs were bought alive, it was difcovered

that the Chinelc gave them fait to increafe their thirft,

and -having thus excited them to drink great quan-

tities of water, they then took meafures to prevent

riiem from -difcharging it again by urine, and fold

the tortured animal in this inflated iiatc. When the

commodore firft put to fea from Macao, tb.ey prar-

tiled an artifice of aiiother kind i for as the Chinefe ne-

ver fcruple eating any animal that dies of itfelf, they

contrived, by fome fecret pradices, that great part

of his live fea-ftore Ihould die in a fnort time after it

was put on board, hoping to make a fecond profit

of the dead carcafes which they expedled would be

thrown over-board ; and two third of the hogs dying

before the Centurion was out of fight of land, many
of the Chinefe boats followed her, to pjck up the

carrion, Thefe inftances may ferve as a fpeeimen of

the manners of this celebrated nation. But to return :

The commodore, toward the end of September,

having found out (as has been faid) that thofe who
had contra6led to fupply him with fea-provifions and
llores, had deceived him, and that the viceroy had
not invited him to an interview, according to his

promife ; he faw it would be impoflible for him to

furmount the difficulties he was under, without go-

ing to Canton, and vifiting the viceroy. And there-

fore, on. thp 2yth of September, he fcnt a meflage
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