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AUTIIUK'S I'RKFAOE.

Tin; workliiTi' pri'sfiiti'.i to tin; public, is ii siiinniary of itii! Uevo-

luiioiis. biiili iriMicrul iiiid pm-tiriiiiir, wliii'li hiivi;liiip|K!m'il in Hurope

siiitf 111.' I'xiiiirti.iii ol' till! Uoriiiui Kiiipire. in thi; (iitli ci'iitiiry. Ai
an I'li'iucniary book, it will he tbiinil iisfrnl to tlioHe who wi.sli to have

a coiii'iM.' iuul yi-ncnil view of tin; Biicrestiivi; rcvolutioiw that liiivo

clmnirud the iiHpci't of Htalcrt uiiil kiiiifiloniH, ami givtiii birtli to tho

existing policy anil establiHlied onlL'i- of society in modern times.

Without sonic pi-eliniinary acfiuaintance with the annals of these

rcvoliitiiiii,s. wi', can nriiliiT study tlie history of our own country to

[uivaiitayi;, nor appreciute the influence which the iliU'cri'iit states,

formed from tho wreck of the ancient Homan Empire, reciprocally

exercised on each other. Allied, ai it were, by the geographical po-

sition of their territories), by a conformity in their religion, language,

and manners, these states contracted new attachments in the ties of

mutual interests, wliich the progress of civilization, commerce, and

industry, tended more and more to cement and confirm. Many of

them, whom fortune had elevated to the summit of jiower and pros-

perity, carried their laws, their arts and institutions, both civil and

military, far bi'yond the limits of their own dominions. The exten-

sive sway wiiich the Homisli liii'rarchy held fiir nearly a tiiousand

years over the greater part of the European kingdoms, is well known
to every reader of history.

This continuity of intercourse and relationship among the powers

of Europe, became the means of forming them into a kind of repub-
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