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ate oiitli'iiv^r islaiuls. That disi^dvciy was ni.ulf on the elev-

enth clay ofOctober, A.D. 1492. Wlieii Coliinihus letiinied to

Spain, in the Spring of 1493, and rc()orttd his discovery, I'opc:

y\lexander \'l promptly proceeded to make partition be-

tween Spain and I'ortuj^al.oi'allthe re;^M()ns oftlie eartii lying
between Western lui-opc and l^astern Asia This decree
(technically called a "bnll") jrave all lands discovered, or to

be discovered, to the west of a meridian one hundred
leagues west of the A/ores and Cape Verde islands to Spain,
and all lands eastwa/d of that line to Portug.d. The con-
vention of Tordesil.as. June 7, 1494. fixed the line of de-
marcation at a meridian 570 leagues west of the Cape Verde
islands. This was very acceptable to Spain and Portugal,

but England recognized no such right or authority w the
Papal office. In the meantime the discover)- of Columbus
was bruited among the PJiglish people, and at the English
court. Both court and people were pricked with enterprise
to compete witli Spain for a share of what was to be gained
by discoveries at the west. This fact is the proper introduc-
tion of the Cabots to our consideration. We need con-
stantly to keep before our minds the total ignorance of all

parties at that time of the real nature of the discovery of
Columbus. Columbus supposed he had reached I'Lastern

Asia, and no one then could dispute his claim. No correct
conception was i)ossible untii twenty years had passed, and
Halboa had, from the height of Darien. discovered ten thou-
.sand miles of ocean breadth between the newly discovered
lands and Ea.stern Asia.

J"hn Cabot, like Columbus, was a native of Genoa. Me
late' removed to Venice, and became a citizen of that place.

He migrated to England about the year 1490, with his three
sons, the second of them being Sebastian, who wa.s 24 or 25
years of age in 1497. The ser\ ices of father and son are so
commingled and confused by the chroniclers of their day that

it is an impossible task on our part to justly (h'stinguish and


