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thought themselves cruelly injured, and they confounded 
the law with the administration of it. Persons better in­
formed than they often choose to forget that judges are 
sworn to administer the law which they find, and rail at 
them as if the sentences which they are obliged by their 
oaths to pass were their own personal acts.

A pardon, it cannot be too often said, would have been 
of no use to Bunyan, because he was determined to per­
severe in disobeying a law which he considered to be un­
just. The most real kindness which could be shown to 
him was to leave him where he was. His imprisonment 
was intended to be little more than nominal. His gaoler, 
not certainly without the sanction of the sheriff, let him 
go where he pleased ; once even so far as London. He 
used his liberty as he had declared that he would. “I 
followed my wonted course of preaching,” he says, “ tak­
ing all occasions that were put in my hand to visit the 
people of God.” This was deliberate defiance. The au­
thorities saw that he must be either punished in earnest, 
or the law would fall into contempt. He admitted, that 
he expected to be “ roundly dealt with." His indulgences 
were withdrawn, and he was put into close confinement.

Sessions now followed sessions, and assizes, assizes. His 
detention was doubtless irregular, for by law lie should 
have been sent beyond the seas. He petitioned to be 
brought to trial again, and complained loudly that his 
petition was not listened to ; but no legislator, in framing 
an Act of Parliament, ever contemplated an offender in 
so singular a position. Bunyan was simply trying his 
strength against the Crown and Parliament. The judges 
and magistrates respected his character, and were unwill­
ing to drive him out of the country ; he had himself no 
wish for liberty on that condition. The only resource,


