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THE ALARM CLOCK

the train had come to a stop I had made
up my mind to three things: that I would
be unable to get out at my station, that
I would go on to Ottawa, and that I would
like it. The obliging hobo who had stayed
outside at Coquitlam did his part to make
my hopes materialize, for he neither open-
ed the door nor showed himself again. But
it was of no avail, for when I knocked
frantically on the inside of the door as 1
heard some men approach along the train
it presently swung open. My companion of
the ride stirred just as I slid to the ground
and inquired sleepily, “Why not come to
Ottawa with us?”

Without pausing I
the rainy night.
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The present question, then, is the dis-
covery of some path out of this impasse;
several alternatives at once suggest them-
The most and de-
sirable solution would be a drastic scaling-
down of the debts to a point at which the
farmer might be able to meet them. The)
creditors, of course, grow warm with wrath
and morality at such a proposal; “Repudi-
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broaden the market, and large-scale farm-
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problems which arise in this connection are
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