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It seems to me that this Act is as clear
as it is possible to make it, and I think that
the sooner it is put on the statute book the
better. No one will be 'burt and the service
will ha improved. The leader of the Gov-
ernment is not speaking without some
authority or without some experience; he
is net speaking without some real knowl-
edge of tbe situation and of tbe facts in
connection with the departments. There-
fore I have no hesitation in saying that I
shall vote for the Bill.

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON: Honourable gen-
tlemen, speakîng in reference to the amend-
ment offered by thbe honourable gentleman
Rfrom Middleton (Hon. W. B. Ross), I migbt
point out that it is to be observed that the
Bill is to remain in force for one year.
That being the case, it would not seemn to
me so important to give consideration to
the amendment proposed *by the honour-
able gentleman as if would be if this were
permanent legîsiation. It is further to be
observed that in ail probability some form
of permanent superannuation will eventu-
ally have to be arranged to fit tihe whole
Oivil Service. A few montbs ago, a aurvey
o! the Servi ce was taken and it was found.
that there were approx:imately 1,300 people
in the Service over the age of 65 years,
many o! whom were no longer able to give
value for the compensation received. It le
equally true tbat it is not possible £or them
to retire from active work and to discon-
tinue receivingc compensation; if they did,
they would not be able to carry on and sup-
port theniselves.

The Government bas no desire, and I arn
sure Parliament bas no desire, to treat tlhese
old and f aithMul employees -in anything but
a fair and proper manner. It is therefore
deerned necessary, flot only in justice to
tbese people, but for the purpose of improv-
ing the efficiency o! the public service, to
make temporary provision wbereby auch
employees as bave reached the ages named
and who are not able to give f ull time ser-
vice should be retired upon tlhe terms set
out in the Bill, subjeet, of course, I as-
sume, to tbe preparation and adoption at
a future session of a permanent system of
superannuation.

Tbis measure also concerns economy as
well as efficiency. A large number o! tbese
civil servants 'wto have been in tbe servicn
cof the country for a number of years bave
reacbed the zenith o! their ratings or grad-
ings. They draw the top salaries, and
doubtless -have merited eonsideration in tbe
past by reason o! long service; but tbe
situation at present is tbat juniors who
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are in receipt of much srnaller salaries are
in many instances performing the duties
of these older employees. To con-
tinue in the Service employees ivho
do not and who in mnany cases are flot
able to appear at their offices too render
service is somewhat discouraging to these
juniors. My experience covers perhaps the
sniallest department; but I have there
one very pitiable case, soi far as one's
sympathy îs conceerned. It is the case of
a man whom in my opinion it would be a
very serious matter tu retire without giving-
him sufficient compensation to enable hini
tu take care of hinmelf and bis aged wife
so long as he lives.

This Bill simply provides a modest but
at the same time a very help.ful retiring
allowance. If the amendment df my hon-
ourable friend f rom Middleton (H-on. W. B.
Ross) is seriously put forward and should
prevail in this !House, with the prospect
of prorogation to-night-and I think we have
already had notice fromn the Governor
General-it is quite possible that this 'Bill
would not get back to tbe Houise of Coni-
mons and be returned bere again. The
resuit 'would be that it would dlu, wbicb
I think would be regrettable. Inasmuch
as the whole m.atiter will likely corne under
consideration at a future session, I1 express
the hope that my bonourable friend will
not press bis amendment.

Hon. W. B. ROSS: One niatter has been
cleared up. il understand that there are
men who, under the existing law, would
be entitled tu retire on thirty-five-fiftieths
or seven-tenths of their salaries. Some
of them are afraid that under this Act they
might be retired on fifteen-sixtietbs; but
their fears sbould be dispelled by the as-
surance of the le.ader of the House that
that is not se. and that anyone who bas a
vested rigbt to retirt on seven-t-enths of his
salary is protected, and that even if there
is sornething -wrong in the construction of
,the Act it will be made good. As I under-
stand the Bill will autornatically cease on
July 1, 1921, it rnay be -as mwel] to let it go.
So, witb the explanation I have made, il will
be satisfied to let the Bill pass as it i,-.

Hon. Mr. BOSTOC<K: I listened with a
good deal of interest to the rernarks. of the
Minister of Labour (Hon. Mr. Robertson);
and, while I quite agrea witb what he
raid, I would point out that he dîd not at
ail toucb the point which I raised. I do
not quite sea why the Government should
flot agree to accept this amendment, as 1
do not think it would jeopardize the Bill


