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cIaim (1) that the provinces have legisiative
jurisdiction over the inatters ernbraced IL
the Bill; (2) that the legisiatures of the
provinces bave exercised those pewers, se
that we have the case of a province dlaim-
Ing te have, and having the powers te deal
with these matters, and that they have
exerclsed those powers; (3) they have incor-
porated a large number of companies wlth
the powers embraced lu the Bill, and (4)
such companies are in active operation, andi
(5) are under the supervision and contrel ef
the legislatures of the provinces respective-
ly. -Now, confronted with sucb a case, the
facts of whlch are beyond dispute, what'
conclusion could the comrnittee corne te but
to advise this House as to -what it deerned
the proper course ? The House is net
bonnd to follow that advice, it is perfectly
true; but lu the discharge of its duty, bav-
ing heard this evidence, and flot being able
te present the evidence lu detail before the
Senate and havlng heard -the contention,
they summarized the facts lu these findings,
and present to the House the conclusion
that lu the opinion of the committee It is
flot necessary or advisable that this House
should act. W7hy? Because It appears that
the provinces have acted, and that the re-
quirenients of the public. so far as there
aare requirernents la these matters. are being
satlsfied.

There is no0 necesslty, nor is it idvisabie
to Interfere with or disturb the conditions
whlch bave been s0 establlshed. It is not«
necessary that Parliament should act, ijor
is It advisabie that tbey should interfere
wlth the conditions which have been
established by the provinces. Iu otlier words
the provincial right which bas been as-
serted and which has been acted upon by
the provinces. and under whichî righits have
grown up. comipanies have beeii formed, pro-
perties bave been acquired and aIl geod pur-
poses wh-ich it Is suppesed and claihned by
the advocates of this Bill ean be couferred
upon the public, are really belng conferred
and are being enjoyed by those Nvho have
taken advantage of the rights which they
dlaim, and the rlghts which .they have been
conceded under the provincial legisiatures;
therefore it hI flot necessary uer is It ad-
visable to pass this Bill. Under those cir-
cunistances. wltb that statement of ficts
presented before the comrnlttee, what otlîQr

conclusion and what ether duty liad the
ceînmnittee to dlscharge but te corne lu this
way before the Heuse, and if that report 4t
acceptable te this Heuse, then It is certainly
the duty of the Heuse te adopt it andj to
take ne further action with reference te the
Bill. The case has been presented as te
what Is the condition of things under the
law as- the matter stands. Let me say a
word or two wlth reference to my own view,
whlch I presented before the committee and
which 1 thlnk is the view which this Heuse
shouhd adept, or 1 would not preseut it.
U'irst, I submit that this Bill is one whlch
is within the legisiative jurisdiction of the
pirovinces, and I was glad te find that iii
the opinion of the lnister of Justice, who
was asked to censider this question, and
whose opinion was reail here, that that
vleiv which I had prevlously expresse-i
before the cemmittee a t a previeus meeting
and on more than eue occasion tee, lias
been sustaiued, and the provinlces have the
jurisdictiou te legisiate in cennection with
the inatter as this Bill proposes. The
next proposition is, bas this parliam-cnt
power te pass It? On that point, it is
net necessary, lu the vlew which I take ot!
the inatter, and wbich the comrnittee tooz of.
the matter, te cerne te a conclusion, aud
as the Minîster of Justice abstalned fromî
glvingaun opinion on the point, for thie
reasous wbichi very preperly occnrred te
me, aud whichi are stated by hlmn lu the
letter whichi was reae, it is net necessary
te corne te the conclusion as te whether we
have the power or net, becanse 1 ain pre-
pared te cencede, If Parliament bas tbe
power, it beiug undoubtedly rny opinion
and It being un opinion wbich is sustained
by that of- the 'Minister of Justice that
provinces have that power, the dircunistan-
ces are such as te make it inadvisable. and
inexcusable that parliarnent shouldI exer-
cise the power, even if we have It. There
is a borderlaud undoubtedly between the
jnrisdictien of Parliament as compared wviti

the jurisdiction 0f the provinces, and there
is u overlappîng grouud in respect ta the
powers vested ln the provinces and aIse in
the Doiminion. An Illustration of that is ln
the case of railways. A railway can be in-
corporated by a province if its operations
are wholly withln the province. The Domin-
ion could Incorporate a rallway In the sanie


