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of my bon. friend from Westmoreland basj
been made, because it seems to me, from
looking at tbe clauses 266 and 267, that a
Iack af application of tbis Bill to the Inter-
colonial Railway is going to interpose some-
wbat serions obstacles la tbe way af effi-
ciently carrylng ont the work of the board
Itself. If bon. gentlemen will look at clause
266 they will find It provides for joint
tariffs bein.- agreed to by different rillway
campanies, wbere there is a continuons route
over two or more railways, and then 267
reads this way:

267. In the event of fallure by such comnpanies
ta agree upon any such joint tariff as pro-
vided ln the next preceding section, 4be board
on the application of any campany or persan
deslring ta forward traffic aver any such con-
tlnuaus route. which the board cansiders a rea-
sonable and practicable route, or any portion
thereaf, mnay require such campantes, wlthin a
prescribed time, ta agree upan and file ln like
manner a joint tariff far such continuaus route,
satisfsctory ta the board, or may, by order,
determine the route, fix the toli or tolls and
apportion the same amang the campantes In-
terested. and, rnay determine the date when the
taXi or toIts sa fixed shall come into effect. and
traffie shall be carrl3d by the campantes ln ac-
cordance therewith.

in the maritime Provinces, where I can
see tbese provisions af tbe law wauld be
Inoperative, because the government rail-
way interposes, and the board has no con-
traI aver the government railway. It Is
possible there may be otber difficulties, prac-
tical ones like tbis standing in the way of
tbe operation of this rallway law, witb the
government rallway left ont. It seems ta
me, from the casual thougbt which I have
given to it, that It Is very desirable that
the gaverament railways sbonld be includ-
ed. There seemis ta be no substantiai rtason
why tbey shonld flot be inclnded. The gar-
ernment *wauld stand under this Act-If it
were s0 arranged-as an owner, in the same
position as a company wonld stand in re-
lation ta a private raad, and the board would
came ln wltb ahl the antbority ln connection
wltb the gavernment road that it possesses
over other roads, and it would relieve the

government itself of a great deal af diffi-

culty. There would be this difficulty I bave

pointed out ta the Hause, where the Inter-

colonial Railway interposes between a rail-

way ln Nova Scotia and railways in the

The point I wisb ta make is, wbere the Iwest if it ls not brought under the jurisdic-

government railway cornes in betweeil two or tian af tbe Act.
mare railways between wham it is desirons

the board shonld enforce a joint tariff. and Han. Mr. POWER-At flrst siglit tbere

the board having no power over the govern- 15 a great deal ta be said in favour af the

ment railways, wbat are they going ta do ? ameadment proposed by the hon, gentleman

Where is* the applicability af this Act in from Westmoreland. One af the strongest

s-ba aeas that-and that applies ta near- arguments which can bc urged in favour af

ly ahi the railways la the lower provinces ?It is that whicb bas just heen stated by the

The Intercolonial Railway is the only con- hon, gentleman from Mnrshfield. but I do

necting link between the railways of Nova not tbink that the difficulty witb respec~t ta

Scatia and some af thase in New Brunswick joint tariffs is a very serions aile. Ixias-

and the railways of the rest af Canada, and much as the freigbt tariff on the Intercal-

It is flot in the power of the board ta enfarce onial Railway is a 10w one, tbere is iever

a througb rate, say over the Grand Trunk, gaing ta be any serions difficulty la arrang-

the Intercolonial and the Windsor and Anna- ing joint tariffs witb other roads. 1 am

polis Railway, which Iimagine it wanld be nat aware that there bas ever been any

very dlesirable tbat this board sbould bave serions difficulty on the part af the Inter-

tUe power ta do. Its power could flot be colonial Railway ln the past, and I do flot

operated fram the tact that it wauhd have no tbink, there is likely ta be in the future.

contraI over the Intercolonial, the link con- We are flot bere as legisiatars ta consider

necting tbe Windsor and Annapolis Railway the comfort and ease of the government la

and the Grand Trnnk or any other western general and the Minister af Railways ln

system-tbe Intercolonial Railw-ay would particular. The sympatby wbich bas been

interpose, and tUe antharity af the board sbown ta the gaverament and tbe 'Min-

would not operate la tbe way of enfarcing Ister af Railways is quite gratifying, but

a through rate over those lines. Lt seems after al we are flot considering them 50

ta me there are several roads ta whicb tbis mucb. it Is a fact that the adoption of

difflculty applies, I bave only mentioned the amendment sngg-ested by the ban. gen-

one af tbem, but tbere are other ronds tieman from Westmaorehand, wonld r.elieve

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON.


