Debate on

# What single principle did I hold m abey-
ance in order to torm an Aministration ?”’
The honorable gentleman says the charge
would be serious i1f true. [ think, with
one-third of the Cabinet from the old
Conservative party, there i3 a co-
alitton npow, jJust as  ivell as
under the late Government, unless you take
the last clause ot the Premier's declaration
in explanation, ¥ What single principle did
I hold in abeyance 1n order to form an Ad.
ministration?” You must arrive at one ot
three conclusions—that there is & coalition
existing now, or that the denunciation ot
the late Government was hollew mockery,
or that all the honorable gentlemen associ-
ated with him, from the old parties, forget
that they ever had principles, and only the
principles ot the Premi:r rule 1o that Gov-
ernment, and make it pure party Govern-
ment. Iratherincline to this last idea, for
I notice, during 118t summer, that a gentle.
man who formerly supported Sir John Mac-
donald, the present Kinance Minister, and
who bad assisted him in carrying many mea.
sures through Parliament, on a public plat.
formin the West, appeared to hold all his
former principles and conduct 1n abeyance,
and to be guided. ruled and influenced only
by the principles ol the Premier’s. When
Nova Sootia sought better terms and the
late Government granted them to acertain
exten:, the present Fipance Minister gave
the measure his support, and yet last sea-
son, giving to party what party demanded
of him, he denounced the whole thing and
endeavored to stir up the people
of Qntario agawst - the late Gov,
ernment for having granted those terms.
I say the late Government never did & more
just act than in graunting better terms to
Nova Scotia. Turn up the record and you
will find the trade that Provinee and New
Biunswick have given. You will find 1t
reaches the enormous sum of over $100,000 -
000 10 the ten years. I take the returns of
Nova Scouia and New Brunswick for 1863
and 1866. 1 see the imports of these ten
years and the increase there was. I take
the next three yesars und see the extent to
which they have fallen off. In 1863 the im-
ports were $17,000,000 ; 1n 1866, $24 000 000,
for those two Provinces—incresse, $6,521,-
000. In 1869, at the same rate, they would
have reached $30.000.000, and what were
they ? Unly $14,8.9 000, a decrease of §16,-
074,000. Doos anyone suppose that the
People of those two Provinces did not use
more goods than that represents? No, but
under Confederation, where there 18 no
Tecord of impoits trom other provinces they
bought these goods from QOntsrio and Que-
bec. You can only judge the extent of that
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trade 1n this way, and while Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick have been pouring this
immense sum of over one hundred mitlion
1n ten years into uhe lap of the Upper Pro-

vinces, 1 say 1t was unkind and un.
generous for members of the present
Government to go 1nto Ontarid

constituencies and attempt to create a feel-
ing against the late Governra,nt for modi-
fying the terms of our union. But it only
contitms me in the idea that one mind, one
priaciple and one voice rules and ghides in
this Government, and in order that there
raay be no coalition, pure party Govern-
ment, all the rest are to hLold In aveyance
any principles they may have. That we see,
is carried to peifection 1n the Lower House,
but 1t occurs to me sometimes, looking at
my honorable friend opposite, the Secretary
ot State, and who may have some political
principles imbibed in his earlier duys, to ask
myselt ¢ 1s the Premier not afraid that when
this honorable gentleman here 18 away irom
under his eye he may not hold those
principles in abeyance; but put them into
practice,”’ and it has suggested to my
mind that the honorable Premier should
have a remedy for tms—come up here,
especially when there 1s an empty chair, as
now, beside the honorable Secretary of
State, and ree Lhat that gentleman keep
all his principles m abeyauce. We have
heard of managers sometimes runni: g two
theatres, and the honorable gentleman
might, after he hal stirted well 1n the
Lower House ‘The Schcol for Scan-
dal ' come wup here and assist
In the # Comedy of Errors,)’ or com-
lng here, put on the boards “The
two gentlemen ot Verons,” and then
80 back 10 the «ther end of thie bullding and
enjoy s benefit in the successful manage-
meunt of ¢ the one gentleman of Aurora.”
It would, L am sure, be considercd an injus-
tice to the Government to close without
some reference 10 their melancholy failure
10 elevate the stundard of political purity,
8 matter of the deepest rqgret to the coun-
try. Onno point did their leader sappear
more sanguine and msake louder promises.
He declared the whole political condition
of the country under Sir John rotien and
corrupt to the core, and that the earliest
efforts of his party on co.ing to power
would be to reform all this, but hardiy had
tney secured the reins when the evidence of
political corruption, comparatively unknown
before, epread over the records ot our
courts and Parli ment. The honorable
Premier not longsince, inaspeech delivered
before an Ortario audience, snid, ¢ 1 have
repeatedly st«ted that I would prefer at
present to haye a Conservative Government



