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Oral Questions

Mr. Bob Mills (Red Deer): Mr. Speaker, the jobs created by 
our export promotion missions are for Canadians, including 
Quebecers. Therefore any disruptions by the PQ will be costing 
the people of Quebec jobs. That is the point we have to make.

[Translation]

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Gaston Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe): Mr. Speaker, as 
the hon. member for Kamouraska—Rivière-du-Loup just 
pointed out, thousands of jobs depend on extending the Eastern 
Quebec Development Plan. The issue is not whether the Quebec 
government will be represented at a conference, but whether the 
minister responsible for regional development will extend the 
agreement to 1998, as he promised to do.

Considering that hundreds of jobs hinge on the extension of 
that plan in one of the most hard-hit regions in Quebec, will the 
minister pledge today to allocate the necessary funds requested 
by his colleague, the Minister of Natural Resources?

Is it not time for the Prime Minister to proceed and involve the 
Quebec business community in the trade mission and ignore the 
disruptive politicians if they continue?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of the Environment): Mr. Speaker, the Quebec business com
munity is very supportive of the Prime Minister’s trip. I am sure 
members of the Quebec business community will be communi
cating to their premier how important it will be for him to be part 
of Team Canada.
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[English]

Hon. Anne McLellan (Minister of Natural Resources): Mr. 
Speaker, as I mentioned earlier we on the government side are 
fully aware of the importance of private woodlot owners to the 
economy of Quebec.

I have met with representatives of private woodlot owners in 
Quebec. My colleague the minister responsible for regional 
development and I will meet again with those individuals. We 
hope to resolve this important economic matter in the near 
future.

[Translation]

Mr. Gaston Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe): Mr. Speaker, if 
the government is really concerned about this issue, why did the 
minister responsible for regional development promise to meet 
all those involved in the region last summer and then go back on 
his word?

[English]

Hon. Anne McLellan (Minister of Natural Resources): Mr. 
Speaker, let me say in defence of my colleague the minister 
responsible for regional development for Quebec that indeed a 
meeting was planned and due to my schedule that meeting had to 
be cancelled. We are in the process of organizing yet another 
meeting with the private woodlot owners.

PEARSON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Mrs. Carolyn Parrish (Mississauga West): Mr. Speaker, it 
has been announced that a second north-south runway at Pear
son International Airport will be completed as soon as possible. 
This runway has far reaching safety and economic implications.

Can the Minister of Transport assure the residents of Missis
sauga that the new runway will be used for landings only? Will 
he assure them that any discussion of further construction in the 
form of new east-west runways and all such decision making 
will not occur until the new Canadian airport authority is 
established to take over the operation of Pearson?

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of Transport): Mr. Speaker, 
we have announced that we will complete the work that has 
already begun on the north-south runway at Pearson. A lot of 
work has been done and we intend to complete it. It will be used 
relatively few times and only when it is required for weather and 
safety conditions.

With respect to the east-west runways, we now have all of the 
nominees from metropolitan Toronto for the Canadian airport 
authority at Pearson. The federal nominees have been chosen as 
well. I an awaiting a response from Premier Rae for the province 
of Ontario nominee. When that is done we will try to put in place 
a transitional team based on those appointments to assist us in 
making decisions with respect to the future of Pearson.

* * *

FISHERIES

Mr. John Cummins (Delta): Mr. Speaker, the Victoria Times 
Colonist is reporting that DEO is in a shambles and morale has 
never been lower. Not only that but a leaked DEO document 
given to me by Ernie Fedoruk of the Times Colonist blames the 
unprecedented levels of poaching of salmon on Vancouver 
Island directly on a shortage of enforcement officers.

I want to assure the member and the citizens who would be 
affected by the construction of the east-west runways that 
absolutely no decision will be taken on that matter until the CAA 
is in place and functioning at Pearson International Airport.


