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Market stresses will force this kind of centralization eventual-
ly. Tbat is a fallacy wbicb cames from a lack of understanding
of the people and tbeir way of life. It even lacks an understand-
ing of the bistory of many ccrnntries tbroughout tbe world.

Centralization of the contrai of land in the bands af a few,
an inevitable result af tbe present policy, bas happened in
many cauntries in the world. In fact, it was tbe place wbere
many countries started. In Britain it was called feudalism and
it took many years for tbat country ta get rid of the situation
where the lard owned tbe land and tbe people as well. Tbey
finally went frorn being tenant farmers ta private owners af
land. Many cauntries in tbe Third World, in Asia, South
America, Central America and Africa, suffer fram this
prablem of centralized ownersbip of land.

1 am flot suggesting, Mr. Speaker, that tbat is gaing ta
bappen here, but there is a parallel which should nat be
ignored. Even now in tbe State of Kansas a large portion af
land is centrally owned and farmed by tenant farmers. That is
nat aur way af life. Centrahizatian is nat inevitable or even
necessary. Rigbt naw in Saskatchewan, viable farm size varies
from a quarter section ta ten and 20 sections. In many cases
small farmers pay as mucb incarne tax as the large anes, wbicb
implies that ten families could make as good a living on thase
ten sections as anc family does now.

The effect ai this Bill will be ta farce centralization by
elirninatian of the farmer wbo is small, regardless of baw
efficient he is. The day may came wben tbere is a move back
ta srnall farms. Economic pressures and big-tecb may dictate
the direction in wbicb we mave in the future wbere we will
need those railways and those brancb lines. The time may
came wben, because ai the population of Canada and the need
for food in tbe world, we will be forced ta use more efficient
methads of farming, of food production. There is no daubt in
my mi, and 1 arn sure no doubt in the mind af anyone wba
bas lived on tbe Prairies, tbat the small farm is a mare effi-
cient producer tban is the large farm. We are not planning for
that in passing this Bill.

Many people are protesting this particular Bill. Tbey
protested it wben it started as tbe Gilson-Pepin report, and
tbcy are protesting it now. How are they voicîng those pro-
tests? We bave received around 30,000 letters and signatures,
and taking inta account wbat the Minister must bave received
directly, prabably many more than thase 30,000 citizens bave
voiced their pratests. We bave bad letters of endorsement of
Crow retention from rural municipalities, irom town counicils,
iram cities like Saskatoon, Prince Albert, Yorkton and Mel-
fort, from villages, from, chambers ai commerce, irom cburcb
groups. In iact, just tbe other day the Minister received a letter
irom the Anglican Diacese of Qu'Appelle, a very canservative
graup.

The original proposai dîd not bave consensus, Mr. Speaker.
Tbe Minister bas admitted that. This Bill wbich be bas put
forward bas even less, be is finding. Tbe Minister sbauld seek
consensus for sucb important legislatian. The essence of
dernocracy is tbat tbe Government bave tbe consent of tbe
governed. Tbe essence ai democracy is that the Gavernment
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have the essence of the governed. This Government bas
forgotten that essence. The Minister bas neyer bad tbe consent
of the people wbo are most affected by this Bill.

1 have attempted this day, Mr. Speaker, ta say why this
legislation is tenaciously being fought by the grassroots
western farmers, wbo feel betrayed by their own organizations
and by the Government. These two groups are attempting ta
negotiate away part of the farmers' way of lufe, tbe part whicb
tbey bujît and in wbîcb tbey took pride.

*(1640)

Tbe committee will be considering the main parts of the Bill
wbich we have been debating. 1 would advise the Minister ta
put the Bill away for sorne time and ta reconsider it later. Let
bim return with a plan that allows the West ta be wbat it bas
been and can be, as suggested in the amendment.

Mr. Flis: Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Member spent a lot of tirne
on centralization. I believe tbis is a very important issue. Mucb
centralization bas already occurred. Delivery points bave
already been centralized and tbe sizes of farms and tawns bave
already been centralized. Tbere are small towns wbere 1 live
sucb as Hendon, Saskatchewan and Wadena, Saskatchewan
whicb still bave brancb lines but the tawns are dying out. This
trend bas occurred even witb the present Crow rate in place.

On wbat studies is the Hon. Members basing bis allegation
that tbe abandonment of brancb lines will cause tbis centrali-
zation that he is talking about? Because it bas already
accurred witb the present Crow rate.

Mr. Hovdebo: Mr. Speaker, that is exactly tbe point 1 was
trying ta make. There is a certain amount of centralization and
it is affecting tbe way of life of tbe western fariner wbo bas
been there for a long time and wants ta remain there. Centrali-
zatian is resulting in larger farrns wbicb will praduce less
grain.

The Crow rate is simply one more factor. If we bad bad
variable rates before, as we will bave in tbe future, centraliza-
tion would bave occurred mucb soaner. We would nat be
concerned about that issue today because it wauld bave
already bappened.

The responsibility of Governments is ta do wbat is best for
tbe people af tbe country, flot for the big manufacturers. Rigbt
naw the people in western Canada do not want ta mave off off
the farms but tbey are being forced ta do so. Wbere can tbey
go but ta tbe cities in order ta get jobs whicb do nat exist?

Our farm population could be doubled. The provincial
Gavernment in Saskatcbewan bas said recently tbat tbere are
now 12,000 more people on the farms than tbere were a couple
af years aga. There are 12,000 more because they bad sarne-
wbere ta go. In Kansas, bowever, wbere tbere are tenant
farmers, there is nowbere ta go.

Hon. Alvin Hamilton (Qu'Appelle-Moose Mountain): Mr.
Speaker, my first words are ta say ta the Minister that I tbink
the House owes a great debt ta bim for patiently listening ta us
taday. We feel extremely sorry for bim, being left out ta swing
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