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Tribute to Hon. Alcide Cote 

was his great modesty and his deep humility. 
It was typical of his natural modesty that 
when a new postmaster general was to be 
appointed, in 1952, he was perhaps the most 
surprised of all members of the house that he 
should be called upon to fill that position.

I know, Mr. Speaker, that all members 
would wish to join with me in expressing at 
this time our sympathy to Mr. Cote’s sisters 
and brothers and the other members of the 
family in their bereavement.

Hon. George A. Drew (Leader of the 
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, I know that every 
hon. member of this house will join in the 
words of sympathy that have been expressed 
by the Prime Minister. We extend our sym­
pathy to the members of the government with 
which Mr. Cote was associated and to all of his 
colleagues, because there had been that close 
association day by day which had brought 
him very much in contact with them.

I should like to emphasize, however, that 
Hon. Alcide Cote was a warm friend of 
every member of this house. I think it can be 
said without any question that there was not 
a single member of this house who had not 
responded to his genial and cordial approach 
to the problems that came up in discussion 
here. Naturally in a democratic chamber 
there was not always complete agreement 
about the manner in which things should be 
done, but it was always characteristic of him 
that the discussions which took place were 
carried on in the kindly and generous man­
ner to which the Prime Minister has referred.

I perhaps have good reason to know some­
thing of what it means to be welcomed back 
by the members of this house, and I recall the 
time last year when we were all happy to 
welcome the Hon. Alcide Cote back into this 
house, thinking he was returning to his duties. 
It made it doubly tragic when we heard a 
short time afterward that he had suffered 
a heart attack and later was taken away 
very suddenly.

I simply wish to join fully, on behalf of 
myself and my associates, in the words of 
sympathy expressed by the Prime Minister 
and to extend to the members of his family 
the sincere sympathy that I know is felt by 
every hon. member of this house.

Mr. M. J. Coldwell (Rosefown-Biggar): Mr.
Speaker, I am quite sure the sentiments 
expressed by the Prime Minister and the 
Leader of the Opposition are indeed shared by 
all members of this house. Mr. Cote was a 
very charming personality, a very good friend 
and one who should have been able to look 
forward to a long career in this parliament 
and country. As has already been said, it is 
tragic to know that he was cut off in the
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prime of life and has been lost to the 
country, the government, his party and the 
province where he lived.

My closest association with him was at the 
United Nations in the autumn of 1953, when 
in the absence of the Secretary of State for 
External Affairs he acted as chairman of the 
delegation. I am quite sure that those of us 
who were associated with him throughout the 
number of weeks we were in New York will 
recollect the fine personality that chaired our 
meetings, the genial comrade who in the 
evenings, when the day was over, sat around 
and proved himself to be a very fine com­
panion.

We all join in the sympathy that has 
already been expressed to the members of his 
family, to his brothers and sisters. I wish 
also to extend to the government and to the 
members of the Liberal party our sympathy in 
the loss of one of their devoted colleagues. 
I am sure all members of the house feel that 
we have lost from among us one whom we 
regarded as a fine personality and a good 
friend.

Mr. E. G. Hansell (Macleod): Mr. Speaker, 
we in this corner of the house wish to join 
those who have preceded me in expressing 
our respects to one of our departed members.

Every so often it becomes a rather trying 
duty for members of this house to rise and 
pay tribute to one of our colleagues who has 
departed this life. Our duties here and our 
lives and our associations in this house are, 
generally speaking, very pleasant. Sometimes 
our pleasant associations are marred by the 
departure through death of members whom 
we honour and respect as fellow workers for 
a better country and a greater nation. It is 
perhaps a double tragedy when we realize 
that one is taken from us at such an early 
age.

There is not much one can say apart from 
paying our respects and our tributes to a 
colleague well respected and well loved. 
Members of this group pay their respects to 
the memory of Mr. Cote and wish to extend 
their deepest sympathy to his near relatives 
and friends.

INTERNAL ECONOMY COMMISSION
Right Hon. L. S. St. Laurent (Prime 

Minister) presented the following message 
from His Excellency the Governor General:

The Governor General transmits to the House 
of Commons a certified copy of an approved 
minute of council appointing the Hon. James J. 
McCann, Minister of National Revenue, the Hon. 
Stuart S. Garson, Minister of Justice, the Hon. 
Hugues Lapointe, Minister of Veterans Affairs, and 
the Hon. W. E Harris, Minister of Finance, to


