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stay 0o1 the road. In that case, you would
have to pay your board, or be looked after
ln tbat way. You would have to provide
rest bouses for your men a.nd engine bouses
for your engines. Every company wouid
have its englne bouses and its rest bouses,
and every one of its trains would have
to lie over after it had gone as far as it
could in a day, untîl it rested and was
ready to go on again tbe next day. Would
flot that be a very comfortable way of coni-
ducting the railway business of the coun-
try ? You could not do that, you say;
that would be absurd. Weli, wbat
else would you do? There would
bave to be some autbority ln charge,
whicb would have spare locomotives
and spare men wbom you could utilize
to look after and repair them at every
120 or 140 miles along this railway.
Then, that thing would have to be repeated
ail over the line. Why Is that not done now ?
Because it is utteriy impracticable. The oly
practîcabie way is to bave some railway
commission or some generai tribunal deal
witli the matter. Wben different railways
are anxious to use a road ln common, they
constitute tbemselves into a board, whicb
board appoints Its officers and empioys its
men, wbo will bave general supervision over
the common road so as to ensure Its equita-
bie use to ail. This association would bave
to own tbe locomotives and manage every-
tbing in order to ensure fair play. But sucb
a body could flot operate a transcontin ental1
lins runining its trains tbree thousand miles
to the Pacific coast. Rîght of way is somie-
times given by one raiiway to anotber over
its lins, but oniy for short distances. The
Canadian Pacific Railway use the Grandi
Trunk Raiiway between Toronto and Hamil-
ton. But that is a very short mileage ;and
when you talk of giving varions railways
the use of a Uine a thousand miles long. tlue
thing Is not possible. A common railway
higliway is not feasible. You canniot work
ont any sucb idea. The idea is however
put forward, as oas of the great merits of
thls scheme, that It -wiii provide a common
raiiway higlbway whicb may be used by
ail the railway companies that may desire
to conneet witb this lins across to the
prairies. It Is claimed that ail these other
compa'nies may send their trains over it.
That, Sir, can neyer be worked out. There
are good reasons wby the latter featurs of
this schsmie, invoiving the leasing of this
road to a privats corporation, wiii defeat the
possibility of this road belng utlllzed to any
extent by any other company doing business
in the western country. The sanie reasons
which wouid justify the construction of this
roa<l by the governmsnt cail for Its operation
by the governmsnt. There 15 no0 other way
in which the advantages whlcb are supposed
to accrue fromn government ownership can
accrue to the people. Wben I speak of guv-
ernment ownsrship, I do not nscessariiy
mean the operation of the rond by the

Raiiway Department. It does flot inatter a
jot whether the road be in the control of
a department of the governunent or some
tribunal whicb the govsrnment may create,
it must be operated by an independent tri-
bunal wbich bas nu interest ln any other
railways that are compsting for the sanie
traffic. Therefore I say that when the
government took the responsibîlity of build-
ing tbis uine, it sbould also bave taken the
responsibility of owning and operating it.
It should flot have parted with It for
a psriod of fifty years. Its leasing
0f It for fifty years is equivalent to
their giving up Its ownsrship durîng that
1)eriod. It ougbt to own the road and op-
erate it, and in this way confer on tbe coun-
try the advantages, wvhether great or smail
whicb follow from government ownership.
The pesople wouid then enjoy those advan-
tagos wbicb tbey wiii not do niow under the
system adopted. After golng to the enor-
mous expenditure of building this uine, tue
government intend handing It over to the
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway for fifty years.
Thus during two generations this property
wviil be out of their hands. But they say,
'Oh, we have put some very binding clauses
ini the contract, ws have tled them up band
sînd foot, we have compelied tbem by agree-
ment to do this tbing and the other. That
does not belp the government in tbe ieast.
I do not say tbat these restrictions will 1)5 of
no adivnntage at ail, but I say that thiere
will be no advantage to the people fromn the
construction 0f the rond, after yon one~ lease
It, commensurats with the ioss incurred by
your parting witb its control and putting the
road into otber hands. The Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway is not in a position to at-
tract a great deal of business to thîs rond.
If the tendencies were ail, as niy hon. friend
thInks tbey are or wili be, in favour uf
this road securlng transatlantlc traffic
with equai advantage compared with any
water route, wbsn the governmsnt isase it
to the Grand Trunk Pacific Raiiway, they
give It into the absoluts operat!ng controf
of tiat company. You can flot constitute
any commlttee 0f Investigation able to
watch those men close enougb to prevent
their glving the advantages to their.own com-
pany's traffic in preference to any other. No
ingenuity you can dispiay w!II enabie you
to provide yourseif with safeguards sufficleut
to prevent the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway
from giving the henefits and advantages to
themsives and with holding them from
others. The Grand Trunk Pacific Raiiway
Is practical owner. Every man engaged on
that road wiil be ln their employ, iooking
to tbem for wages and promotion, and
anxious to win the confidence and goodwll
of bis employers. Every train despatcher,
along thls strip of 1,800 or 1,900 miles, Wlill
he naturaiiy inclined to favour the company
which p)ays bini. It wlll be of the greatest
importance to hlm to see that no dslay
occurs la the despatching of their trains
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