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adopts a line that lias never beeu adopted engaged in a corrupt practice, he has to
by lion. members in this House. naneiy. ilat take the consequences of it ; but this clause
it proposes to relax the clauses of the Elee- is another modification Of the Act as it now
tion Aet to secure the plurity of elections and andnds on the Stitute-book under whicih the
to open the door to a great deal of eorrup- party )leadilig tlat althougli eorrupt pra-
lion. I will draw the attention of the louse -tic was comnnitted by a caudidate. or with
for a moment to clause 72 of the preseut his kuowletdge ad consent if lie had not
Bill. wiicl iakes a very important anld a coLrlIpt intelit. le shal o free. Whoè is
radical change in the law as it is at present. Io judge of le intent . If the candidate
The chiuse reads : commits hte corruIpt practice lie m1ust take

72. Where there is no voters' list, if a deputy.i l(ider the îresent liv
returninig officer rejects the vote of a person en- 1Sbii1WtIc penalty, ras
titled to vote and does so in good faith and be- it h',: but wItlî tiis relaxatiofte Law
lieving upon reasonable grounds that such per- -M thee:iuidiae ls uddsliat lie liil
son is not eutitled to vote, the deputy returning 1:4> <iIVl*ljt ilit(lit. 111:it W;îJ iiivoiîîît:îrV and
officer shall not therefor be liable to any penalty.x1l> .gcoteilatlis WAîîse agaîn

Under the law as it stands there is no ruom ttt-à 'oo' to trreat relaxationiirt
for tlhe judge to interpret the intentions of1t tw. ;ud evtry Oune kîîovs lom.diii-
thiit il er lu frae Ifhe olatsthe l e iawsarovie -

*lt~ ~îall the'candidateahas tou1pleadiis'that he had
noJcorrupt intent. 1hat it was involuntary an

leld res)4)sible and lhe suffers pulislhielt
under the law. Under this clause, how-
ever. in e ss where tlhre is nto, voters' list.
it nakes lthe deputy returning ollicer 1the
absolute judge. and lie can say to n per-
son. I will not Iccept your vote ; if he de-
clares tlat le did so in good faith. believing
upon reasonable grounds that the person is
not enititled to vote. le is relleved fron the
penalty that now attachles. I can scar10ely
imagine any more dangerous innovation sj
far as purity of election is concerned. Tuîe
law lays down the circumistaces under
which a person is entitlled to vote. he
returning ottieer lias no option in regard to
accepting the vote. provided the person is
willing to take the necessary oatlh whicli
the law imposes. and the question as tu
vhether it is a gooI or bad vote depenls

upon judicial proceedings taken aîfterwards.
But in this Bill it is proposed to thirow on
the judge trying the case the responsibility
of deciding, not whether the act is a legal
or illegal -et but w-hat was the intention of
the returuing ollicer. I am sure it fis nly
necessary to call attention to tiis elause
aid tihe effect of it to show tlat it aint only
operate so as to relax the securityv wh'ih
every candidalte now p1ssesses. intat Itc

acce tan e o rjc ion f votes Zdoes not

pluee s-curity against corrupt lirac(ticfs
eiller oitle part of candidates or of per-
snus c nducting eleetions. Then in clause
129 we have anlother ntovelty introduced. It
is Copied frou le Ipresent A:ct. and is as
follows :-

1-,#. Every person other than a candidate found
guilty of any corrupt practice in any proceeding
iu which, after notice of the charge, he has lad
an opportunity of being heard, shal, during the
eiglht years next after the time at which he is
found guilty. be incapable of being elected to and
tif sitting in the House of Comnons, and of vot-
ing at any election of a member of the House of
'onmois. or of holding any office in the nom-

inat ion of the t'rown or of the Governor Geueral
of Canada.

That law. ion. members will see at inee.
is renidered practicalli nugatory by tel eol-
litionutal (chiuse. whicli for the first time
maî:ukes is appearance in an Act fior lie
eletio of meubers to this House-clause
130. whic'h reads :

1. No person shall be subject to the disabili-
ties set forth in the next preceding section by-
rea.son of a merely technical breach of the law,
or by reason of any act which is not an inten-
tioial violation of the law and does not involvè
moral culpability or affect the result of the elec,
tion.

kitit.1lquityl JL llq.Ti.is N rwing a vêry serlous rnlnew-rest oi the will and disposition of the re-
turning lolieer. <tty uponte judge wNo0tries aiteleetion

Then w-e coie to a matter which I think :. liclas fot oniy to deeidew tUt
is still nere important and is involved in law is :tndieforce the penalties wIiclite
clauses 1243 and 130. Clause 12t; is as foi- lirOido. bule lis ofthe pac-

.T'i il throwlin cIa eyeou andfl ew
126. If, onl the triai of an elehtion petition, It y uo the lue m it now st.anueleotion

appears to the court that an ac- constituting l as . h as o alarg e extent te
aw a aorrupt practice was cow a neitted by a can-,n c htuetahory.
didate. or with his klowledge and consent, butaIwdo not intend to go more at aectl into-
without any corrupunIntenttandtyn an Ignoranceh
which was involuntary and excusable, and that'tis Bil.Ihave drawn t e attention of te
the evidence showed the candidate to have hoit- flonosef th latus regard as very great de-
estly desired, and ln good faiLli endeavoured as fect-S ln it. and ln fact I amn at a loss to flfu
far as e coud, to have the election conducted atuytl-ing n tsis Bi. frog cover t rcover
accordng o law, the candidateshal ot be sub- tuaI is caculatedoryrecornend it tottis
ject to wte penalties and disabilitees which he; louse. I dire ba e attention of te
jectd torth p eti an iablteswih e.Hos.I direct the attention of hon. memu-
would but for titis section incur- bers to another point. and that is, that this
Underv the law as it now stands. if a eau-!Bill, so far as I am able to judge. has found
didate Is found guilty of personally being J no support anywhere. I may be wrong;

Sir CHARLES TUPPERI
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