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ment as usual, were disposed of in the tion was closed, a gentleman telegrapled
usual way, an Order in Council directing to hlm (Mr. MACKENZIE) from Montreal
the acceptance of the lowest tender put in that $100,000 could te made by the
was passed as usual, and lie thought there bargain, and liç bad since been put in pos-
was nothing of which hon. members could session of a statement of prices fror which it
complain, or of which• the public outside appeared that the market was struck at the
could complain, unless it were that the best possible tire. Thatai excellent bargain
price of the work was higher than they was made there could te no doutt. Hée
expected. He quite agreed in that view, and directed attention, for proof of this, to the
the tenders were higher than he had antici- purcliases made ty the Governenent of
pated. As to the calculation made by the which the lon. gentleman was a member
lion. member for Cumberlond in whieli he before tley went out of office, at the rate
endeavored to show that eight millions of from £15 to £1' sterling per ton. The
were pibposed to be spent by the Govern- Goverumeut belie-ec the price to te the
ment on works which were not in con- lowest possible. Mr. DARLING and Mr.
nection with the Pacific road, lie Lad WoRKnÂN of Moutreal, and other gentie-
merely to say that he had heard so muchieu Nlio were authorities on the subject
during the present and the previous ses- svrongly advised the course taken, and the
sion from the honourable gentleman chef engineer -as equally decided
who dealt in millions as boys would that to purchase rails at tie time
with toys, that lie paid very little atten- would greatly facilitate the construc-
tion to his finanacial calculations. tion of the Nvork. It must te remenîbered
Not only did the lion. gentleman deal with that the works in the Lake Superior region
millions as a boy would with toys, but lie and iu the ied River and British Coium-
heaped them up without the slightest re- bia districts were located wieue access was
gard to the correctness of the premises exceedirgly diflicuit, and uuless every-
upon which lie based his conclusions. He thiug wcre got ready as soon as pos-
should have called the amount twenty sibie, we couldnot expect to make mucl
millions at once which could be done by progress for two or tlree years. 1e Mas
counting $5 instead of $2 as the price per himseif of opinion, and tle Governient
acre. But the hon. gentleman knew that were of opinion, and the engineer Mas of
the Governmsent were endeavouring to get opinion, that ty having a sappiy of rails
settlers induced tocome intothecountry by at the Koninistiguia River and other con-

givng waythelads or otiin, orselling veulent points, the work could te advancedgiving away the lands for nothing or
them at 50 cents an acre; and yet lie (Mr. by a vhole year. If the lion. gentleman
TUPPER), for the sake of creating a false thougLt the Government Lad doue wroug
impression in the House and the country, in this lie (Mr. MACKENZIE) lad simply to
valued them at $2 an acre. However, tie say tlat the Goverument werc amenable
lion. gentleman was so much accustomed to Parliament. The Lon, gentleman knew
to make use of hyperbolic language, that the course open to hlm, aud tle Goveru-
his statements had but little effect. When ment were prepared to stani by the
the lion. gentleman began to deal in fig- result.
ures, people began to make allowances for Mr. RYAN said this was a subject of
him ; as an hon. member Lad just suggest- tle very flrst importance to Parliament.
ed, such speeches were figurative. The Every Canadian was deeply interested ln
hon. member for Cumberland further sta- the success of the enterprîse, for it was the
ted that the Government had no authority first great national work our Dominion
to purchase steel rails. He (Mr. MACKENZIE) lad undertaken, tie successful accomplisl-
believed they had. The tenders would be nent of whidli would not merely be a
laid before the House, and it would be national advautage, but a great national
competentfor them to pass whatever opinion ionor. But deeply interested as we ail were
upon them they liked, He believed the in the success of the project, there wa no
Government acted in the best interest of portion of the Dominion Lad a deeper ln-
the country. The hon. member for Cum- terest in it than the Province of Mani-
berland said the rails were bought in a toba. in the other Provinces men
falling market. He could not have looked looked upon the scheme as a manifestation
at the prices prevailing when that state- of the business energy and patriotism of
ment was made. A week after the transac- the Dominion; tut to the people Of
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