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Immediately after the war there were 15 million acres of abane
doned rice fields in South-East fisie and exports from the scurces men-
tioned above were reduced to under 1,000,000 tons in 1946; these were
wholly absorbed by the 1mporting countrles of the t&rea,

In 1950 exports are not expected to exceed 2,500,000 tons, So
radical en interruption in the supply of rice ncturally held grave dan-
gers for the inhabitants of &ll rice~importing countries of the area,

To mest this situation, and to prevent recurrence of fomine was
one of the first and most urgent tasks of the post-war ysars,

The Internaticnal Emergency Food Council was created in 1946 to
allocate scarce foodstuffs on the bagis of need and to prevent ruinous
competition in world markets, It continued in operaticn until 1949,
This was en act of international co~operation of major significance to
South end South-East isia,

The meagre rice allocations were also supplemented by large ship-
nents of wheat from the United States, iustralia and Canada, In addition,
the importing countries themselves took measures to increase still further
their own output of food by speeding up irrigation projects and by provid-
ing special assistance to fermers,

It must be acknowledeed, however, that over the greater part of
the area 1little progress has been made towsrds raising food consumption,
The output of food in South and South-East isie is still below its pre-
var level, while the population has increased by some 10 per cent,

Related to the problen of food is that of transport, In South-Eastisia
it was found at the end of the wer that more than a third of the pre-war
track had been torn up or rendered useless. Road and water transport had
also suffered heavily,

In view of these difficulties, it is herdly surprising that there
is still a mejor tesk of reconstruction in South and South-Fast isia,
The outstanding fzct is the amount of work which has already been done
and the levels of production which ars being achieved,

flthough production has in general been restored, exports have
revived unevenly and exports of foodstuffs are still much lower than
pre-var,

EMERGENCY IMPORTS /ND REHLBILITATION WITHIN THE COMMCNWELLTH COUNTRIES
OF THE .REi. HLVE BEEN FIN.NCED L.RGELY WITHIN THE COMMONWE.LTH,

India, Pakisten and Ceylon drew upon their sterling balences in
the yoors 1946-49 to the extent of sbout 5340 million to finance their
deficits on current account and thus to pay for vitally, needed imports
of grein, textiles, machinery and constructional materials,

This external finaonce could scarcely be regarded cs adequate
ccnsidering the extent of the losses incurred during the wer end the
post-war needs of the countries, It was ncvertheless equal to more than
one=-fifth of their combined imports from the rest of the world during
the period,

To this extent the United Kingdom bore the immediate burden of
rehgbilitetion in India, Pakisten and Ceylon, ond it wes in fact cnabled
to do this by generous support from the United States, Ccnaoda, Lustralia
end New Zealand in the form of gifts and loans (including Marshall Add)
and by the accumulaticn of sterling balances by various countries,
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