
country is as vet endowed v: ith t-_-lese sl:ills on s uch a lavish basis
or is it likely that any other country could nake this uiversion

without destroyirig, or at the least seriously cripplinE, thei r
national econoiay .

In the liC ht of what I have said as to tlie i:reat magnitude and
long continued efforts required for trte preparation of atonie war,
it seems reasonably probable that we need not fear its outbreak on
any significant scale for a while yet . There is thus no occasion
for hysteria but, on the other hand, it would be #'olly to wastethe
time vrhich remains to us tnrough a failure to (;ive proper considera-
tion to the defensive measures v,,-iich are open, arto in particular
to acvanee by every means within our :power the setting up of an
international agreement which v.ill effectively protect the peoples
of the wor ld .

The first international step towards the creation of such an
agreement was made very shortly &iter the termination of the wa r
by the United States, Great 13ritùin and Canaua, the three countries
whic'ri were assoc iateCl in the wartime project . The ,iashirigton
aeclaration on atomic enerE,y issued on Noveraber lb, 1945, by Presi .
dent Truman, Prime h_inister httlee and Prime f :ïinister King recog-
inized tue need for an international agreement and proposed as a
5matter of great urgency the settin~; up of a Commission under the
,United Nations to study tiie problem and to make recommendations
Ifor its control . These discussions were followed b~ , a meetinE, of
Jthe Foreign Ministers in Loscov ; in Lecember, 1945, at v~hich tire
iashington proposals were enaorseda tit the meeting of the General
j_,ssembly on January 24, 1946, in London, the United Nations Atomic
r.~nerp_y Commission was establisüed by unanirnous resolution .

The ComrAssion, coriposed of deleE*ates from eeQh country rep-
esented on the 3ecurity Council, as well as Canûc<a when Canada

is not a nember of the Council, was charged with makirlg SpeCifia
roposals :

(a) For extenairig- between all nations an eXt3hange of basic
scientific information on peaceful ends ,

(b) For tne control of atomic energy to the extent necessary
to ensure its use oniy for peaceful purposes ,

(c) For tne elimination from national armar:rents of stomio
weapons and of all other major weapons adaptable to mass
destruction ,

(d) For effective safe{;uards by way of inspection and other
r:ieans to protect complying states against the hazards of
violations and evasions .

When the Commission first net in New York in June, 1946, it
*as presented with two different plans for tue control of atoraic
EnerC,y, one proposed uy tue Uniteu States ana tue otlier b ;; the
$oviet Union . The Uniteu States proposal Venerally reser:rbled that
outlined in the Lilienthal i(eport, v.hich lieu been released in the
United States a fe~-. ..ronths previously . It called for tire formation
of an International itomic i)evelopraEnt ttuthority, which v ;ould
10ster beneficial uses of ato .-iic energy and woulu control atomic
atctivities in all nations eitiier b- , direct ownerstii^, rnanaCe,nent

supervision, in the case of activities potentially danL;erous to
1orld security, or by a licensin~; ana inspection systcra in the
~&se of other activities . This system of control woula be set up
V staces and, after it was in opert.tion, tne uanufacture of ator7ic
3ombs would stop, existing boiabs would be disposEa of, and the


