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country is as yet endowed with tnese skills on such & lavigh basis
por is it likely that sny other country could rnaxe this aiversion
without dJdestroying, or at tine least seriously erippling, their
pational econouwuy.

In the light of wh&at I have said as to the pgreat pagnitude and
long continued efforts required for tne prepuration of utomic war,
it seems reasonably probable that we need not fear its outbreak on
any significant scuale for a while yet. There is tius no occasion
for hysteria but, on the other hana, 1t would be folly to wastethe
time which remains to us tnrough a failure to give proper considera-
tion to the defensive measures v.aich are open, and in particular

to acvance by every means within our power tiie setting up of sn
international agreement which will effectively protect the peoples
of the world.

The t'irst internationul step towards the creation of sueh an
agreement was made very shortly arter the termination of the war

by the United States, Great S3ritain anda Canaaa, the three countries
which were assoclated in the wartime project. Tue Washington
aeclaration on atomic ener,y issued on Noveriber 1o, 1945, by Presie
dent Truman, Prime Minister ittlee and Frime llinigter King recog-
nized the need for an intcrnational sgreement and proposed &s &
matter of great urgency the setting up of a Commission under the
‘United Nations to study tiie proolem and to meske recommendsations

for its control., These discussions were followed b’ & meeting of
the Foreign Ministers in loscow in December, 1945, &t wihich tue
Jashington proposuals were enaorsed, At the mneeting of the General
~Ssembly on January 24, 1946, in London, the United Nations Atonic
snergy Commission was estaolisined by unanimous resolution.,

The Commission, coriposed of Gelesutes from eagh country repw
resented on tine 3ecurity Council, as vell es Cana.a when Cansda
1s not & member of tihe Council, wus charged with meking specitic
nroposals:

(a) For extencing between ell nations an exenhange of basic
scientif'ic informetion on peaceful endg,

(b) For the control of atonic energy to the extent necessary
to ensure its use oniy for peaceful purposes,

(¢) For tue elimination from national ermauments of stomlc
weapons ana of «ll other major weupong aaaptable to mass
destruc tion, 4 :

(d) TFor effective safesuurds by way of lnspection and othep
means to protect complying states against the hazards of
violations and evasions.

When the Comnmiission first net in Kew York in June, 1946, it
¥as presented with two different plans tror tne control of atonic
thergy, one proposed vy tie Unitea States snd tue obuer by the
Soviet Unlon. The Uniteu States proposal generully reseubled that
Outlined in the Lilienthal iteport, which hud been released in the
Tnlted States & few ionths previously. It callea for tue forimtion
0f an Internutional stomic Developument authority, which would
foster benetricial uses of atonic energy and woula control atomic
~8ctivities in all nations either b’ cirect ownersnin», mansagement

- @ supervision, in the case of activities potentially dangerous to
~ world security, or by a licensing ana inspection system in the

- %438 of other activities. ‘“his sy stem of control woula be set up
W stages and, after it was in operution, the nanufacture of atonie
¥mbs would stop, existing boubs would be disposeu of, and tie




