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The human rights situation in Colombia is one of the most serlous in the
Americas: Since 1988, Colombian human rights organisations have
registered an average of 3000-4000 politicai assassinations and/or forced
disappearances each year. This figure represents more potitical killings or
disappearanceS each year thari the entire number registered during the
Pinochet dictatorship in Chile.

One of the sectorS hardest hit by repression are trade unionists.
According to a recent report by the International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions (IOFTU), more than 1,800 Colombian trade unionists have
been murdered in the past decade. This means an average of one trade
unionist is murdered every two days. A number of other union leaders --

in Darticular, those who have been most. active in challenging the


