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It is poQssîb1e to estiimte froni avaij.able figuresthe place of co-operatives in the commoercial. structure ofCanada. On a basis of returna received Irom co-operatives,it is calou.lated that almost 33 per cent of the ma.in farmproduots which enter commercial channels of trade is handledby th~e co-operativea; co-operatives handie 80 per cent of thewooJ., 55 per cent of grains and aeeds, 25 per cent of dairyproducts, 27 per cent of fruitsa and vegetables, 18 per cent oflivestoclc, 18 per cent of poultry produots and 2? per cent ofimpie prodiieta,

The. total value o? farin produots marlc.ted by co-operatiy es for the cr'op year ending July 31, 1949, was ov or$783 Mllion» an i.ncrease of more than #166 million over the,previous year. 4lthough the sales of farn oo-operativo# forthia year just barely Icept pao. witli the. increase in the. totalcash returna. for f arm produe ta, some coo-operatives managed toimprove thoîr position over that o? 1947-48, Dairy produotsco-operatives made substantial~ gains, whule grain co-operativesaiiowed a saoll advance.


