
CNVENTION ON BIOLGICAL DIVERSrrY

Pr eambl e

7he Contracting Parties,

Coziscious of the intrinsic value of biological diversity and of theecological, genetic, social, economic, scientif je, educational, cultural,
recreational and aesthetic values of biological diversity and its
co<Dponents,

Conscious also of the importance of biological diversity for
evolution andi for mintaining life sustaining systems of the biosphere,

Affirming that the conservation of biological diversity is a coimmon
concern of humankinci,

Reaffirming that States have sovereign rights over their own
biological resources,

Reaffirming also that States are responsible for conserving their
biological diversity andi for usîng their biological resources in a
sustainable manner,

Concerned that biological diversity is being significantly reducei
b>' certain human activities,

Aw'.re of the general lack of information andi knowledge regarding
biological diversit>' andi of the urgent neei to develop scIentifie,
technical and institutional capacities to provide the basic understanding
upon which to plan andi implement appropriate measures,

Notingr that it is vital to anticipate, prevent and attack the causes
of signîificant reduction or loss of biological diversity at source,

Noting also that where there is a threat of significant reduction or
Ioss of biological diversit', lack of full scientifie certaint' shoulci
not be used as a reason for postponing measures to avoici or minimize such
a threat,

Noting further that the fundaznental requirement for the
conservation of biological diversity is the in-situ conservation of
ecosysteus andi natural habitats andi the maintenance and recovery of
viable populations of species in their natural surrounlings,

Notirjg further that ex-situ measures, preferably in the country of
origin, also have an important role to play,

Recognizing the close andl traditional dependence of mny iixiigenous
andl local commumities embociying traditional lifestyles on biological
resources, andi the desirability of sharing equitab>' benefits arising


